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On the Occasion of the First Issue of Siren

The color of fresh green verdure is getting deeper day by day. At this time, the Chiba City
Museum of Art has reached the stage of publishing a research bulletin, to be called Siren, mean-
ing “gathering lotuses’ in Japanese. This bulletin will be published annually, and it will fea-
ture primarily scholarly articles and commentaries by the museum’s curatorial staff. The con-
tents will include:

Articles about artworks on display, reports on special lectures, symposia, etc. associated

with the museum’s special exhibitions

Articles focusing on artworks in the permanent collection

Articles featuring research related to exhibitions in preparation

Articles on other independent topics

We hope that this bulletin will provide an opportunity for the curators to freely present
the results of their current research, along with their forward-looking, innovative ideas and
critical ways of thinking. We have no preconception of what form it will take and invite readers
to offer their thoughts and suggestions. In addition, I look forward to the participation of other
scholars as well as contributions from curators at other museums.

Since seeds of ancient lotuses were excavated from the land of present-day Chiba city, the
lotus was chosen as the city’s flower. The bulletin’s name Siren (Gathering Lotuses) is also
linked with the half woman, half bird Greek sea goddess, Siren, who lured sailors with her
beautiful voice. It is our hope that the contents of this publication will live up to its enchanting
name

Tsuji Nobuo
Director,
Chiba City Museum of Art
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Concerning the Seals on Hokusai's Paintings  Asano Shigo

1. Purpose

Hokusai used many different types of seal on his paintings. These seals are not only a very
important key to determining the authenticity of his works, but are also a vital tool in the
study of the dates at which these works were produced. The study of seals is fundamental
to the study of paintings and has already in the past been widely discussed in relation to the
works themselves. But I think that there have been few discussions of the various seals which
consider the paintings on which they are impressed as whole groups. In my talk I will con-
sider briefly 15 seals and one hand-written seal (ka6) thought to have been used by Hokusai;
will show examples of works on which they are used; and will discuss the periods of their use, etc.

2. Remarks

(1) My talk will focus primarily on works which | have actually seen, supplemented by
other works introduced by various scholars in different contexts. It is neither complete nor
exhaustive.

(2) Hokusai probably used other seals in addition to those considered in my talk.

(3) Discussions of the authenticity of Hokusai’s paintings should of course focus primarily
on the works themselves and any accompanying information; however, signatures and seals
are also vital elements in the discussion

3. Seals thought to have been used by Hokusai and examples of works on which they
appear. (Separate list in Japanese)

4. The periods of use of the above seals. (Separate diagram in Japanese/English).

5. Seals which should be considered in addition to the above:
(1) ‘Kanchi’, circular seal (characters in red)
(2) ‘Yoshinoyama’, square seal (characters in red) TWO TYPES
TYPE ONE: [, i TYPE TWO: (,

J()
io)t i@[,l

(3) [Two human figures], square seal (characters in red): ﬂﬂ

(4) Various ‘Katsushika’ seals in addition to Type One

Nagata Seiji has written concerning the three seals used in Hokusai's later years —
‘Katsushika’, ‘[Mt. Fuji]’, and ‘Hyaku'. He says that based on works he considers authentic,
4 or more types of the ‘Katsushika’ seal, 3 types of the ‘[Mt. Fuji]' seal and 4 types of the ‘Hyaku’
seal can be identified. He also says that it is highly likely these were applied using paper sten-
cils. In as much as all these seals have shapes suitable to be produced by stencils, this is a
reasonable arguement. (For a stencil ‘seal’ it is necessary that the white characters are all joined
together in a continuous line). However, it is doubtful that Hokusai would have used three
or more types of each seal. There is a possibility that Hokusai used 2-3 types of ‘Katsushika’

35

seal; but the idea that he used multiple types of the ‘[Mt. Fuji]’ and ‘Hyaku’ and should be
examined rigorously.

6. Conclusions

(1) Hokusai used seals on his paintings in a methodical manner.

(2) Particular seals were used for particular periods of time. No seal was used for the whole
duration of Hokusai's career

(3) If we select nine examples of the main seals used by Hokusai, we see that their periods
of use do not overlap significantly and follow one after another, namely:

‘Kanchi’, square (white characters) = “Tokimasa’, circular (red characters) = ‘Kimodasoku’,
oblong (red characters) — ‘Raishin’, square (white characters) = ‘Fumoto no sato’, square
(red characters) = ‘Yoshinoyama’, square (red characters) = ‘Katsushika’, square (white charac-
ters) = ‘[Mt. Fuji]’, square — ‘Hyaku’, square (white characters)

(4) It is possible to narrow down the chronology even further based on the progressive
losses and wear to each seal

(5) In determining the authenticity of Hokusai's paintings the comparison of seals is fairly
effective. (By genuine painting [ mean those works on which Hokusai applied the seal himself
or authorised someone else to apply it).

7. Problems/topics for further study

(1) Is these a seal used by Hokusai in his early ‘Sori" period?

(2) Is the reading of the square, white character seal now known as ‘Katsushika’ correct?
How should we regard those works that bear a ‘Katsushika’ seal different from Type One?
If for the sake of argument we accept only the Type One seal, then we are only left with the
‘[Mt. Fuji]’ seal for the period Tempd 5 (1834) to Koka 3 (1846) and the number of extant works
from this period becomes extremely small. We should take account of any ‘Katsushika’ seal(s)
that are impressed on Hokusai’s letters.

(3) What happened to the seals after Hokusai ceased to use them?

(4) Was ‘Kimodasoku’ the only seal to be ceded to a pupil?

(5) Are all works that bear correct seals to be considered genuine? Are all works that bear
false seals to be considered fakes? How should we consider the issue of Hokusai’s studio?

8. References
Kaneko Fusui, et al. Nikuhitsu Katsushika Hokusai. Mainichi Shimbunsha
Nagata Seiji. Hokusai bijutsukan. 5 vols. Shueisha
. ‘Katsushika Hokusai nikuhitsu kansho (1-48)', Kobijustu nos. 71-105 (1984-93)
. ‘Katsushika Hokusai nikuhitsu kansho (49-55), Hokusai-kenkyi nos. 16-19
(1994-95)
. ‘Hokusai kenkyl no gen dankai — botsugo 140-nen o mukaete’, Kobijutsu 91
(1989)
Jack Hillier. The Art of Hokusai in Book illustration. Sotheby’s
Ukiyo-e shika: Freer Gallery of Art. Shogakkan
Theodore Bowie, ed. The Art of Surimono. Indiana University Art Museum, 1979

(Translated by Timothy Clark)
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Artistic Imagination of Japanese Art Dr. Sherman E. Lee

October 27, 1996
Chiba City Museum of Art

As the concepts were the subjects of an exhibition at the Cleveland Museum of Art and the
Art Institute of Chicago in 1961, Japanese Decorative Style, and the second exhibition of 1983
in Cleveland, Reflections of Realty in Japanese Art, the two qualities, Decorative Style and
Realism are clearly particular Japanese contributions in the visual arts. A third characteristic
which was added by Professor Tsuji in 1986 is Playfulness, a stimulus was provided for searching
for other such qualities, and it is my purpose here to attempt a convincing argument support-
ing two or more such contributions; the Raigd in Buddhist Art and the Cha-no-yu.

Buddhist deities residing in various Paradises in the heavenly clouds were common in
Chinese depictions of the T’ang Dyanasty (618-907), principally in the surviving cave wall paint-
ings at Tun Huang in northwest China. But the scene is generalized and is not connected to
the concept of welcoming the devotee of Amida to the Western paradise. The Ho-0-do Raigos
of the Byodo-in datable to 1053 are depicted above and in landscapes of a clearly recognizable
Japanese type called Yamato-e (Japanese pictures) showing rolling green hills and mountains
with pines and colored deciduous and flowering trees. Major innovations occur in the follow-
ing fifty years; two of them, strikingly individual, seem to me very Japanese in their embrace
of nature as an equal partner in the Raigo image. Seldom has landscape and figural icon been
so seamelessly combined in a mystical image of a religious nature as in these Yamagoshi Raigos
(Amida Crossing the Mountains). The same combination of nature and deity is found in a most
unusual Raigo (Swift Raigd) in the Chion-in, Kyoto. The Yamagoshi Raigds and the Haya Raigd
completed the possibilities; but the achievements of the theologians and artists of these and
earlier Raigd conceptions and images were a major part of a creative surge in Japanese Jodo
Buddhism that remains a distinctive and major contribution to the world of religious art

If the Raigo is a highly specialized contribution with its own ambiance of landscape-icon
representation, the Tea Ceremony (Cha-no-yu) is a dominant part of later Japanese culture
and, despite its ultimate and unformed origins in China, is a unique and well-known aspect
of Japanese art. One cannot deny the status of the ceremony and the creative nature of the
numerous works of art produced for their specific use in the ritual. Atits best tea taste produced
a remarkably unified aesthetic philosophy weighted in favor of individual standards and respon-
sibilities but also an effective instrument for positive education in the essentials of art and
culture. I can comment on the ceremony’s evident influence upon the production of art associated
with tea and its centributions to creativity in Japanese art. In a way, the aims of Cha-no-yu
are not unlike those of Wagner in his “union of the arts” (gesameltkunstwerk).

All of this is well known at all levels of Japanese society and is the result of what can only
be described as a thorough and disciplined educational process. From all aspects of society
are touched by or exposed to the lessons and practice of tea in its various manifestations, espe-
cially concern for the aesthetics of materials and objects. This is why I believe the Japanese
are, of all people, the ones still most concerned and skillful in artistic matters, especially in
the modern world of commerce and “bottom line™ attitudes. The question is, are there com-
parable artistic institutions in the West that are available for revival and development or can
such an institution be invented? I think the latter is the only real possibility.

Perhaps integrated ways of art are no longer possible within the modern technological-
financial culture. If we can recognize our need for art and artistic understanding within a com-
plete and fulfilling society, perhaps that particular need will be answered within the present
public education programs. If not, perhaps a totally new way may appear. In this, Japan’s original
contribution of the tea ceremony to world art should be recognized as a particular and crea-

tive way to art
(Summarized by Tomoko Matsuo)
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A Study of Suzuki Gako (I) Ito Shiori

Born in Kanehori village in Shimousa province (present-day Kanehori-cho, Funabashi city,
Chiba prefecture), Suzuki Gako (1816-1870) was a painter active in Edo. The most detailed
account of Gako’s life is the Gako oyobi Teiko written by his grandson Ishii Hakutei. There
is a difference of opinion concerning the year of his birth; the Chiba-ken Chiba-gun shi records
that he was born on the first day of the ninth month of 1818. Gako first studied painting with
Shogetsu who painted Chokoga, and then became a pupil of Chokokd (Tani Bunchd’s student
Fujimori Bun’eki) whom he met at Shogetsu’s studio. There are different opinions about his
teacher. According to Nomura Bunshd'’s Tani Bunchd-6 no ki, he studied with Bunchd’s pupil
Aizawa Sekko (1806-1841), a painter serving the Hitotsubashi family. As a “grand” pupil, Gako
was probably acquainted with Buncho. His name first appears in the Edo bunjin geien ichiran
(1850) and the Genson raimei Edo bunjin jumyé zuke (second edition). Gako’s earliest known
work is a painting of Sixteen Rakan dated 1855. He died on the 22nd day of the fifth month
in 1870. His grave is presently located at Ichijoji in Yanaka, Tokyo.

Most of the approximately 20 currently known works by Gako are colorful landscapes with
figures. To borrow Kono Motoaki’s words, his works display a tendency toward “authoritari-
anism”. The sources that he cites in his paintings are Li Lung-mien, Chang Pao-chen, and
Watanabe Kazan, but from his style it is apparent that many are modeled after Tani Buncho.
The naming of sources can be thought of in the same way as being captivated with name
brands. He seems to have mass-produced simplified works at painting and calligraphy gather-
ings and for patrons who requested them during his travels. Many of his works were probably
sold in the provinces.

Bunjinga, which continued to flourish in the late Edo and early Meiji periods, deserves
more attention. There were a large number of proficient artists who were working in the Tani
Buncho tradition with its mixture of northern and southern styles during the Meiji period.
Takahashi Yuichi and Matsumoto Fiko both studied with Tani Buncho. Gako had close associ-
ations with Matsuura Takeshiro, explorer. Among the artists who also contributed illustrations
to Matsuura Takeshird’s travel record are Kawakami Togai, Shima Kakoku, Haruki Nanmei,
Tazaki Soun, Watanabe Shoka, Kawanabe Kyosai, and Shibata Zeshin. From this group of
artists (which Gako was part of) came some of the pioneers of Western-style oil painting and
photography.

One can understand a great deal through the biography written by his grandchildren Ishii
Hakutei and Tsuruzo, which compares Gako’s painting activities to other artists contemporary
with him. From Gako's activities it is also possible to speculate on the circumstances of other
Buncho school painters.

(Translated by Patricia Fister)
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A Dialogue with Kuwayama Tadaaki Interviewer: Taki Koji

June 16, 1996
Chiba City Museum of Art

“Kuwayama Tadaaki Project 96” was an artistic creation by Kuwayama Tadaaki, who has been
pursuing the concept of artworks just as spaces. He attempted to actualize a space unlike any-
thing ever seen before. “Project 96” was held at both the Kawamura Memorial Museum of
Art (Sakura city) and the Chiba City Museum of Art from June to August of 1996. At the project
sitein Chiba, an exchange took place between the philosopher Taki Koji and the artist Kuwayama
in front of an audience of close to 200. A synopsis of their dialogue follows.

In the beginning, what Kuwayama most wanted to create was not painting or sculpture,
but to situate in space art of a different dimension than before — art which would involve
the viewers by eliciting corresponding reactions from them. Taki was there, observing the
audience as they wondered what the artist was going to create, and the transformation in
experience that occurred as they watched. The artistic experience of the people whose previ-
ous encounters with art were all conventional was broken up, but Kuwayama felt it was impor-
tant to force them to have a different kind of experience. He selected the materials and manipu-
lated them with that in mind, according to a concept developed at a previous stage. The two
men (Kuwayama and Taki) retraced Kuwayama'’s works back to the 1960s, showing how this
concept had gradually taken form in his early period and was fully realized during the 1980s
and 1990s.

Taki was interested in how Kuwayama'’s generation had confronted and gone beyond the
abstract expressionist movement, and discussed this while looking at works by such artists
as Dan Flavin and Donald Judd. He put forward the idea that by starting with the problem
of space, Kuwayama and Flavin had diverged from the abstract expressionists. For example,
while the abstract expressionist painter Barnett Newman had the idea of wanting to create
space like Kuwayama, he was unable to separate himself from European tradition and con-
fined himself to giving expression to light on the painting surface in the form of “zip”.

The discussion advanced to the question of what is art? Kuwayama stated that while there
is form and history in all kinds of arts, if one speaks of creation in the sense of the true mean-
ing of the word, it means making something that did not exist previously in the world, bring-
ing into existence art of a different dimension and involving the viewers in new relationships.
Taki said it is generally thought that history is something that changes, but in reality, history
is made by people of all kinds of professions, including artists, doing all sorts of things. Artists
thus play significant roles in actualizing history. In other words, in society as we know it today,
there are elements that have not yet been discovered, and isn’t the questioning of these unknown
elements our sole reason of existence? Kuwayama agreed completely.

According to Taki, the shared view of the two men regarding the question of what is art
is as follows. Past history can be accounted for. However, the present is unknown. We live
in an age that includes elements we don’t know anything about as well as the future. Throw-
ing questions at time is the work of artists, and the viewers receive their messages. These
messages are not always easily understood by everyone, however, and at times it is necessary
to have the cooperation of viewers who are willing to change their way of existing in the world.
Art is something of little use and thus can transform people and the world. It is extremely
roundabout, but that is the unique capacity of art. Taki summarized by saying that conse-
quently even a specialist of philosophy like himself has an interest in art

(Translated by Patricia Fister)
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