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Concerning the Seals on Hokusai’s Paintings  Asano Shiigs

1. Purpose

Hokusai used many different types of seal on his paintings. These seals are not only a very
important key to determining the authenticity of his works, but are also a vital tool in the
study of the dates at which these works were produced. The study of seals is fundamenta]
to the study of paintings and has already in the past been widely discussed in relation to the
works themselves. But [ think that there have been few discussions of the various seals which
consider the paintings on which they are impressed as whole groups. In my talk I will con-
sider briefly 15 seals and one hand-written seal (kad) thought to have been used by Hokusai;
will show examples of works on which they are used; and will discuss the periods of their use, etc.

2. Remarks

(1) My talk will focus primarily on works which 1 have actually seen, supplemented by
other works introduced by various scholars in different contexts. It is neither complete nor
exhaustive.

{2) Hokusai probably used other seals in addition to those considered in my talk.

{3) Discussions of the authenticity of Hokusai’s paintings should of course focus primarily
on the works themselves and any accompanying information; however, signatures and seals
are also vital elements in the discussion. e e

3. Seals thought to have been used by Hokusai and examples of works on which they
appear. (Separate list in Japanese)

4. The periods of use of the above seals. (Separate diagram in Japanese/English).

5. Seals which should be considered in addition to the above:
(1) ‘Kanchi’, circular seal (characters in red)
(2) “Yoshinoyama’, square seal (characters in red) TWO TYPES
TYPE ONE: l TYPE TWO: (5

J()
imL i@Ll

(3) [Two human figures], square seal (characters in red): ﬂ ﬂ

(4) Various ‘Katsushika” seals in addition to Type One

Nagata Seiji has written concerning the three seals used in Hokusai's later years —
‘Katsushika’, ‘[Mt. Fuji]’, and ‘Hyaku’. He says that based on works he considers authentic,
4 or more types of the ‘Katsushika’ seal, 3 types of the [Mt. Fuji] seal and 4 types of the ‘Hyaku’
seal can be identified. He also says that it is highly likely these were applied using paper sten-
cils. In as much as all these seals have shapes suitable to be produced by stencils, this is a
reasonable arguement. (For a stencil ‘seal’ it is necessary that the white characters are all joined
together in a continuous line). However, it is doubtful that Hokusai would have used three
or more types of each seal. There is a possibility that Hokusai used 2-3 types of ‘Katsushika’
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seal; but the idea that he used multiple types of the ‘[Mt. Fuji]’ and ‘Hyaku’ and should be
examined rigorously.

6. Conclusions

(1) Hokusai used seals on his paintings in a methodical manner.

(2) Particular seals were used for particular periods of time. No seal was used for the whole
duration of Hokusai’s career.

(3) If we select nine examples of the main seals used by Hokusai, we see that their periods
of use do not overlap significantly and follow one after another, namely:

Kanch’, square (white characters) = ‘Tokimasa', circular (red characters) — ‘Kimédasoku’,
oblong (red characters) — ‘Raishin’, square (white characters) = ‘Fumoto no sato’, square
(red characters) = “Yoshinoyama’, square (red characters) — Katsushika’, square (white charac-
ters) — ‘[Mt. FujiJ’, square — ‘Hyaku’, square (white characters)

(4) 1t is possible to narrow down the chronology even further based on the progressive
losses and wear to each seal

(5) In determining the authenticity of Hokusai’s paintings the comparison of seals is fairly
effective. (By genuine painting | mean those works on which Hokusai applied the seal himself
or authorised someone else to apply it).

7. Problems/topics for further study

(1) Is these a seal used by Hokusai in his early ‘Sori’ period?

(2) Is the reading of the square, white character seal now known as ‘Katsushika' correct?
How should we regard those works that bear a ‘Katsushika’ seal different from Type One?
If for the sake of argument we accept only the Type One seal, then we are only left with the
IMt. Fuji] seal for the period Tempd 5 (1834) to Koka 3 (1846) and the number of extant works
from this period becomes extremely small. We should take account of any ‘Katsushika’ seal(s)
that are impressed on Hokusai’s letters.

(3) What happened to the seals after Hokusai ceased to use them?

(4) Was ‘Kimodasoku’ the only seal to be ceded to a pupil?

(5) Are all works that bear correct seals to be considered genuine? Are all works that bear
false seals to be considered fakes? How should we consider the issue of Hokusai's studio?
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(Translated by Timothy Clark)
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