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A Dialogue with Kuwayama Tadaaki Interviewer: Taki Koji

June 16, 1996
Chiba City Museum of Art

“Kuwayama Tadaaki Project 96” was an artistic creation by Kuwayama Tadaaki, who has been
pursuing the concept of artworks just as spaces. He attempted to actualize a space unlike any-
thing ever seen before. “Project 96” was held at both the Kawamura Memorial Museum of
Art (Sakura city) and the Chiba City Museum of Art from June to August of 1996. At the project
sitein Chiba, an exchange took place between the philosopher Taki Koji and the artist Kuwayama
in front of an audience of close to 200. A synopsis of their dialogue follows.

In the beginning, what Kuwayama most wanted to create was not painting or sculpture,
but to situate in space art of a different dimension than before — art which would involve
the viewers by eliciting corresponding reactions from them. Taki was there, observing the
audience as they wondered what the artist was going to create, and the transformation in
experience that occurred as they watched. The artistic experience of the people whose previ-
ous encounters with art were all conventional was broken up, but Kuwayama felt it was impor-
tant to force them to have a different kind of experience. He selected the materials and manipu-
lated them with that in mind, according to a concept developed at a previous stage. The two
men (Kuwayama and Taki) retraced Kuwayama'’s works back to the 1960s, showing how this
concept had gradually taken form in his early period and was fully realized during the 1980s
and 1990s.

Taki was interested in how Kuwayama'’s generation had confronted and gone beyond the
abstract expressionist movement, and discussed this while looking at works by such artists
as Dan Flavin and Donald Judd. He put forward the idea that by starting with the problem
of space, Kuwayama and Flavin had diverged from the abstract expressionists. For example,
while the abstract expressionist painter Barnett Newman had the idea of wanting to create
space like Kuwayama, he was unable to separate himself from European tradition and con-
fined himself to giving expression to light on the painting surface in the form of “zip”.

The discussion advanced to the question of what is art? Kuwayama stated that while there
is form and history in all kinds of arts, if one speaks of creation in the sense of the true mean-
ing of the word, it means making something that did not exist previously in the world, bring-
ing into existence art of a different dimension and involving the viewers in new relationships.
Taki said it is generally thought that history is something that changes, but in reality, history
is made by people of all kinds of professions, including artists, doing all sorts of things. Artists
thus play significant roles in actualizing history. In other words, in society as we know it today,
there are elements that have not yet been discovered, and isn’t the questioning of these unknown
elements our sole reason of existence? Kuwayama agreed completely.

According to Taki, the shared view of the two men regarding the question of what is art
is as follows. Past history can be accounted for. However, the present is unknown. We live
in an age that includes elements we don’t know anything about as well as the future. Throw-
ing questions at time is the work of artists, and the viewers receive their messages. These
messages are not always easily understood by everyone, however, and at times it is necessary
to have the cooperation of viewers who are willing to change their way of existing in the world.
Art is something of little use and thus can transform people and the world. It is extremely
roundabout, but that is the unique capacity of art. Taki summarized by saying that conse-
quently even a specialist of philosophy like himself has an interest in art

(Translated by Patricia Fister)
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