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The Implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which delineate it. Its flower
is pure and innocent, and gives the feeling of loneliness and silence after it is withered. Chiba is where
ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, the Chiba City Museum of Art
is located on a street made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond(Hasu-ike) in ancient times.
Siren has same phonetic expression as Siren in Greek mythology who lured mariners to their destruc-
tion. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention to weave the beauties of both present and

ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss the arts which lure us like a siren.

Chiba City Museum of Art
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Courtesy of the arfist, Praz-Delavallade, Paris and Elisabeth Kaufmann, Zurich
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Courtesy: Gallery Side 2, Tokyo
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Courtesy: Fine Arts Unternehmen206, Switzerland and Play Gallery for still and motion picture,Berlin

TLTFV9 7B =& 74V T 2TV —
Frédéric Moser & Philippe Schwinger

R X3

Internment Area

#82yh, DVD (285718%)

2002

WH—RINMDYANR—2 | RLZEROR | E B—HI YR
AT NIRRT ENIRN A e NN — TN Ho e N H e PN DN | PHE N
FAXNRX—BLNS | RRNERORLE DMk —DEOXKA™—R N
R e VNN ¢ N — NP RANK AR IR N O 42° R0 RIERAIN—
~QFEER VIS DQEES K F S NR IR 0°

(BEXE) 2B BERVEEOLDYIRMey-HE RO WOERY
BOSNEOY» ~ WGP euZe ROBMOEIENMEWE SV e’
MERANTRNEDTIRAR « wAIKRA—NTNT FREKE T 4o00r U E T
BRI INUHOLEIS HES SRSEEY BIKEHEUERS
B IO0H RO K&V ERITAU 01 LAV DEE-S 00 S BESSN
OYKIIET A 0° KOG BIRIHHY (BEXE) SR=DH
ROEERARIUS” v LVE el 4 IR FERRE< SO K& R HEKw
£42°

WY—RGNADTNR—QHLERIEN-00 | OO L BRE R0
SIHENHYHD SmOMEK L EENTCIEN 80 (BEEXIE)
# ] RAOHL RO HHLE KA S EEFRHES N « — o A
NORHGELIHI O KHREIHT-VPN UK 1450 A—RNACT NN O
R0 DEIIREEHY . SRRV EHMOBER OER V4 WANGRR
N ORREQE IS HQEIEONQ NI LIRS’

NHER ML 3 m—~3 L DB ORI N WX 4 42400 K &
EL o FEENBEOV AV EECLKRE N mI—40R<EN
ROLIIN UKL $240787 v BB S KEIERD H<LQD
QB I HT O MIFR AV m M TN FE L 00°

(BEXE) vEOHQUREESTTIRR « T AIKRXA—NTNIG IV’
WH—RGNADTNR—3" B HBERVE R N8~ s
HAR—ATNS NI YK WEHR ORI 200° BRI-UERE” o
HEVFERCHE I WIS SEERHOCERLE BEEWILOmwdiN
—AINQEEY ASNA YN WEEE NETRA 0 LB O 2r0Q%L°

17



T7T VA=
Fabrice Gygi

N

Grande Tente
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250%200X300cm

Collection: Musee d’ art moderne et contempo-

rain (MAMCO), Geneva
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Airbag Generation
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Courtesy: galerie Bob van Orsouw, Zurich
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Courtesy: galerie Chantal Crousel, Paris
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Monochromes Gris

2003
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Courtesy: galerie Bob van Orsouw, Zurich
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Talking about the Real World: Contemporary Swiss Art

Mizunuma Hirokazu

The Chiba City Museum of Art held an exhibition entitled Talking about the Real World: Contem-
porary Swiss Art from December 17, 2005, through February 26, 2006. This exhibition directed by
MAMCO’s Frangoise Ninghetto introduced works by Sylvie Fleury, Fabrice Gygi, Shahryar Nashat,
Frédéric Moser & Philippe Schwinger, and Ugo Rondinone. These young and mid-career Swiss art-
ists are currently attracting international attention, and are known for boldly transforming motifs and
images from the “real world” into large-scale installation works.

All of the works included in this exhibition had been displayed in European exhibitions or were
variations of previously exhibited works. Hence, the catalogue for the Chiba exhibition, published on
the first day of the exhibition did not include any photographs of the Chiba installation itself. The
majority of the exhibited works were mixed media or intermedia installations, and naturally, position-
ing and the method of installation greatly affect the form and character of installation works. With the
sense that a record and some images of the Chiba gallery installation should be preserved in published
form, this journal article presents photographs of the works installed in Chiba and a brief explanation
of each work. (Translated by Martha McClintock)
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Hashimoto Shoji Sculptures in the Chiba City Museum of
Art Collection

Warashina Hideya

Hashimoto Shoji (b. 1933) began to create and display sculptural works in the early 1950s, while
he was still a student at the Kyoto Municipal University of Arts. Born in Kyoto, Hashimoto studied
ceramics at the Kyoto Municipal Technical High School. Through teachers at the school he was intro-
duced to Yagi Kazuo (1918-79) and Suzuki Osamu (1926-2001), both founding members of the Sodeisha
group of avant-garde potters. This introduction heightened Hashimoto’s interest in new sculptural
forms. Hashimoto studied under two sculptors at university, Tsuji Shindo (1910-81) and Horiuchi
Masakazu (1911-2001). Both men had begun displaying sculptures in the 1930s, and both represent
the Japanese sculpture world’s anti-Rodinist search for new expression. Through their guidance,
Hashimoto sought an understanding of abstract art as he participated in study groups such as the
Gendai Bijutsu Kondankai (known as Genbi and one of the source groups for the internationally
renowned Gutai group) and the Shikokai, which studied avant-garde ceramics along side the Sodeisha
in the 1950s.

The Chiba City Museum of Art collection includes three works by Hashimoto dating to the 1950s.
They were all revolutionary for their time in Japan in terms of both material and expression. Torso
(1953) is made of cement; Form (1954) was created from iron rods, while Work (1954) was made by
curving sheet iron. In particular, the two works made from steel reveal that Hashimoto had surpassed
his teachers in his approach in which he gives equal importance to the art object itself and to its
connection with its surrounding environment.

Hashimoto’s works also stand up against those new forms of sculpture being created in America
and Europe at the time. These works reveal the artist’s keen sensibilities and the nature of his interests
and environment from high school through university as he experienced the contemporary art move-
ments of his surrounding Kyoto, Osaka and Kobe region. While none are large in scale, each indicates
post-war Japan entering a new age after its defeat in World War II.

(Translated by Martha McClintock)
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Introducing Camellia Screens on Deposit at the Chiba City Museum of Art

Matsuo Tomoko

This article introduces Camellia Screens, a work that has been on deposit at the Chiba City Mu-
seum of Art since fiscal 2002. This pair of six-panel screens from a private collection was painted in
full color on a gold ground on paper, with each screen measuring 64.4 X 233.3 cm. The screens were
displayed in the autumn exhibition for fiscal year 2005, The Pleasures of Edo Period Painting. This
introduction provides more information about the screens, fulfilling the wishes of visitors to the
museum who thought that the exhibition did not touch on the rare importance of or sense of period
style found in these screens.

One screen of this medium-sized pair shows grafted camellia bushes, while the other screen de-
picts camellia branches arranged in splendid vases, with various types and colors of camellia blos-
soms all in full-bloom. The depiction reveals the characteristic shapes and colors of each individual
blossom, and the subtle differences in blossom size suggests the possibility that the flowers were
drawn in life-size. Clearly the painter intended his audience to be able to discern the specific camellia
types of each blossom. Gold pigment and moriage built-up pigment techniques were used in the
densely applied pigment areas, and judging from these methods and the splendid finishing of the
camellia depictions, it can be surmised that these screens were painted by an artist related to the
Kyoto Kand school during the mid 17" century.

Several points are of particular interest in these screens. First, the painting depicts a fascination
with camellias and their cultivation, including views of different propagation methods, such as high
grafting and the unusual bintsugi grafting technique that involves setting branches in containers tied
to the host tree, along with images of the grafted trees planted in celadon planters. The second point
of note is the fact that one screen depicts camellia blossoms arranged in various types of elegant
vases. The third point is that small paper cartouches are attached to the screen near the flowers, with
the names of the flowers listed clearly on these papers. There are 30 old-style names for different
types of camellias listed on these papers.

Camellias grow wild in Japan and their rich variety in blossom color and shape combined with
their relative ease of propagation has meant that camellias have been an extremely popular garden
plant in Japan since the Edo period. The first “boom” in camellia cultivation came in the early Edo
period, around the Kan’ei era. This trend began in the Kyoto Imperial Palace with the aristocrats and
other nobility of Kyoto and then spread to the shogun’s circles in Edo. The different varieties of
camellias were judged and critiqued, camellias were used as gift items, and they were given names
that indicated their origins. Paintings of camellias, as here, which provided detailed depictions of
their visual appearance and clear indication of their traditional Japanese names, are rare. Comparison
of the images in this painting with historical materials from the period, artist sketches, and early
horticulture books indicate that each of the different types depicted can be confirmed. While materi-
als on this subject are few from that period, these documents provide a sense of the cultural milieu of
Kyoto at the time. Rikka type flower ranging with its strictly vertical forms was also a popular trend
of the period. Screens depicting rikka style flower arrangements were created during this period, and
these screens focusing on camellias stand as proof of the popularity of camellias and their display
amongst the upper classes of the day. Clearly a person who could acquire and raise this number of
different camellia varieties occupied an important place within a wide circle of like-minded aficiona-
dos. These screens with their many superb aspects are noteworthy and important examples symboliz-
ing the first boom in camellia appreciation in Japan.

This study confirmed that these screens were formerly in the collection of Kobori Tomoto (1864—
1931), a painter known as the “father of modern history painting.” As part of his reference materials
for the creation of history paintings, Kobori collected samurai armor, helmets, weapons, decorative
arts, paintings and calligraphies. He was also particularly known for his interest in the careful repro-
duction of full suits of armor. These screens were sold at the well-noted 1934 auction of Kobori’s
famous collection after his death. The specific subject of these screens would surely have fascinated
this painter well versed in Japan’s traditions. (Translated by Martha McClintock)
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