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Hashimoto Shoji Sculptures in the Chiba City Museum of
Art Collection

Warashina Hideya

Hashimoto Shoji (b. 1933) began to create and display sculptural works in the early 1950s, while
he was still a student at the Kyoto Municipal University of Arts. Born in Kyoto, Hashimoto studied
ceramics at the Kyoto Municipal Technical High School. Through teachers at the school he was intro-
duced to Yagi Kazuo (1918-79) and Suzuki Osamu (1926-2001), both founding members of the Sodeisha
group of avant-garde potters. This introduction heightened Hashimoto’s interest in new sculptural
forms. Hashimoto studied under two sculptors at university, Tsuji Shindo (1910-81) and Horiuchi
Masakazu (1911-2001). Both men had begun displaying sculptures in the 1930s, and both represent
the Japanese sculpture world’s anti-Rodinist search for new expression. Through their guidance,
Hashimoto sought an understanding of abstract art as he participated in study groups such as the
Gendai Bijutsu Kondankai (known as Genbi and one of the source groups for the internationally
renowned Gutai group) and the Shikokai, which studied avant-garde ceramics along side the Sodeisha
in the 1950s.

The Chiba City Museum of Art collection includes three works by Hashimoto dating to the 1950s.
They were all revolutionary for their time in Japan in terms of both material and expression. Torso
(1953) is made of cement; Form (1954) was created from iron rods, while Work (1954) was made by
curving sheet iron. In particular, the two works made from steel reveal that Hashimoto had surpassed
his teachers in his approach in which he gives equal importance to the art object itself and to its
connection with its surrounding environment.

Hashimoto’s works also stand up against those new forms of sculpture being created in America
and Europe at the time. These works reveal the artist’s keen sensibilities and the nature of his interests
and environment from high school through university as he experienced the contemporary art move-
ments of his surrounding Kyoto, Osaka and Kobe region. While none are large in scale, each indicates
post-war Japan entering a new age after its defeat in World War II.

(Translated by Martha McClintock)
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