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Nishikawa Sukenobu and Ehon Illustrated Volumes-
Oraimono Copybooks: In terms of their connection with
the history of scholarship during the first half of the 18"
century

Yamamoto Yukari

Nishikawa Sukenobu (1671-1750), a painter active in Kyoto in the first half of the 18" century,
was renowned for his printed books and also for his painted depictions of beauties. This article fo-
cuses on two issues related to Sukenobu’s books, discussing issues in the background of picture pro-
duction and the relationship of the books to the history of scholarship in the first half of the 18%
century.

First, the article focuses on the illustrations that Sukenobu created for books written by the
Japanologist specializing in court customs Tada Nanrei (1694/98-1750) and thus considers Sukenobu’s
joint work with Japanologists in the background of his picture creation. Nanrei was the great scholar
of ancient court customs and was also renowned for his accomplishments regarding the study of the
Nihon Shoki ancient chronicles. In terms of extant works, there are four types of ehon illustrated
volumes created by Sukenobu in collaboration with Nanrei, namely Ehon Fukurokuju, Ehon Hana no
kagami, Ehon Setsugekka, and Ehon Nishikawa azuma warabe. These works suggest that specific
examples from Sukenobu’s production of Hyakunin joro shinasadame compilation of beauty prints
and paintings relied on the study of ancient customs as one of their image sources.

Second, the article considers the production of éraimono in terms of Sukenobu’s connection with
other scholars, such as the Kyoto-based Confucian scholar Nakamura Sankinshi (1671-1741), and
the author and print publisher Naitd Doy (dates unknown). Sankinshi, famous for his encyclopedic
knowledge, wrote a number of morality tomes. The Kokusho somokuroku, or general catalogue of
books in Japan, lists some 34 types of works by Sankinshi. Doy is posited to be an alternate name for
the Kyoto print publisher Uemura Téemon, known to have published a diverse array of printed works,
including éraimono copybooks. Sukenobu participated in the publication of éraimono copybooks
through his work as an illustrator, and the illustrations he created became source material for his
paintings. Further, Sankinshi and Doy edited and published gafu painting compendia with the Osaka
Kan6 school painter Tachibana Morikuni. The connection between these four men, Sankinshi, Doyf,
Sukenobu and Morikuni, also indicates that cooperative arrangements between scholars, publishers
and artists on such projects as the raimono copybooks and painting compendia supported the publi-
cation of print books.

Sukenobu was active in the first half of the 18" century, and this was a time when published books
were first being used in the education of the general populace. Sukenobu collaborated with scholars,
and at the same time was an artist responsible for the dissemination of education through his provision
of illustrations that suited the needs of the day.

(Translated by Martha McClintock)
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