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The Implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which delineate it. Its flower
is pure and innocent, and gives the feeling of loneliness and silence after it is withered. Chiba is where
ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, the Chiba City Museum of Art
is located on a street made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond(Hasu-ike) in ancient times.
Siren has same phonetic expression as Siren in Greek mythology who lured mariners to their destruc-
tion. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention to weave the beauties of both present and

ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss the arts which lure us like a siren.

Chiba City Museum of Art
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Torii Kiyonaga: Depicted Geisha Customs and Publishing
Circumstances

Masako Tanabe

The TORIFKIYONAGA — Venus in Edo exhibition (April 28 — June 10, 2007) held at the Chiba
City Museum of Art was a major retrospective exhibition of the arts of Torii Kiyonaga (1752-1815)
that provided an opportunity for a reconsideration of Kiyonaga’s oeuvre.

The exhibition catalogue featured an essay entitled Kiyonaga'’s Bijin-ga by the author that exam-
ined Kiyonaga’s selection of subjects, the positioning of 6ban sized full-color prints, and their pub-
lishers. The essay used these factors to then consider what “product enhancements” were used to sell
Kiyonaga’s dban prints. This article is based on the knowledge and materials gathered in that essay,
as it considers the essay’s topics on a more detailed and specific level.

Kiyonaga was active during the Tenmei era (1781-89), a time in which it was said that if one was
even slightly better looking than average, one could become a geisha. Indeed, it was a period in which
the geisha culture flourished in Japan. Kiyonaga actively sought out the geisha of the pleasure quar-
ters popular during the period and made them the heroes of his works. He then divided his works by
the customs of the geisha particular to each pleasure quarters area, whether that of Tachibana-chd or
Fukagawa, etc. Kiyonaga set each geisha image against realistic elements of actual Edo scenery at the
time, helping the works convey a vivid sense of the real Edo, elements which further heightened the
fascination of his works.

This article refers to Edo Geisha no kenkyii [Research on the Edo geisha], a book by Mitamura
Engyo (1870-1952), and the comic literary and poetic works of the period, along with the works of
other ukiyo-e artists active at the time. Using these various tools the essay explores the geisha cus-
toms depicted by Kiyonaga, thus providing an all the more detailed interpretation of the works from
an all the broader perspective.

The article goes on to consider the publishing circumstances of Kiyonaga’s works, particularly
surrounding the activities of Nishimuraya Yohachi, a publisher thought to have been actively involved
in selling 6ban-sized full-color woodblock prints, along with the newly prosperous publisher Takatsuya
Isuke, whose seal “Keiundd” was impressed on Kiyonaga’s early Tenmei era works.

(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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Three case studies of Ehon (Japanese picture book) pub-
lishing in the Edo period: A study of the activities of the
Kyoto publisher and bookseller Hishiya Magobei

1t6 Shiori

Hishiya Magobei published many picture books from the mid-Edo period through to the Meiji period,
in Kyoto. In many cases, Hishiya Magobei acquired the original woodblocks following the first
printing and printed many later editions as a new publisher and printed many later editions. It is true
that the first edition of earlier impressions is the most important in the study of the ehon picture book.
Not withstanding the beauty of a first edition, later editions are equally as important. Later editions
were bought and sold, seen and read, and used in the same way. They have their own significance to
which we pay attention in our study. In this article, I present three examples, Ransai Gafu , Kanga
Hitori Geiko and Kimbo Gafu in order to study the publications by Hishiya Magobei.

Ransai Gafu (Ransai Painting Album), is a picture book of paintings by Mori Ransai. Mori Ransai
(1746-1801) was a Japanese painter who studied the Chinese painter, Shen Nanpin. Akitaya Ichibei
originally published this book and owned the copyright to the work and all related woodblocks. In
later editions, Hishiya Magobei’s name also appears in publication notes at the end of the book.
Hishiya Magobeilisted this title amongst his own publications in his advertisements. However Suharaya
Mohei also included this title in his publication advertisements. Copyright was subsequently divided
after 1812, with at least two publishers sharing publication rights.

Kanga Hitori Geiko (Self Study Guide on Chinese Style Painting) was written by the painter
Miyamoto Kunzan. He explained the theories, materials, manners and subjects for painting in text
and illustrations. This book was published in 1807 by publishers in Wakayama. But in 1810 there
was a formal request for permission to publish the work in Kyoto. According to the document Hankou
Goshamen Shomoku, the blocks had not yet been carved for this book. In the Edo period, it was
necessary to have permission from bookseller guilds in order to sell local books in other areas. “Lo-
cal” meant outside of Kyoto, Osaka and Edo (and Nagoya in the 19th century). Only publishers
belonging to the guild could make such formal requests. Likely after the initial publication, some
Kyoto publisher made such a request. Hishiya Magobei included this title in his advertisement for his
publications. However, the publishers of Wakayama always retained the original woodblocks with
copyright. Ithink Hishiya Magobei only had salesrights for this work. Such “sales-only rights” were
also permitted. This “sales-rights only”title can be found in advertisements for publications by Hishiya
Magobei.

Kinbo Gafu was made in memory of the great scholar Minagawa Kien (1734-1807). This book’ s
preface is dated 1813, and the pictures and texts were newly made for this book at that time. But
according to the Hankou Goshamen Shomoku document, this book was not yet engraved by 1819. It
was finally published in 1839. Twenty years passed between the time permission was granted until
the book was finally published. In this case, Hishiya Magobei included this title in his advertisement
for publications as owner of the copyright. From my study of advertisements, he acquired the copy-
right before 1846.

Hishiya Magobei tried to publish and sell a lot of picture books. From my study of some of the
titles in his advertisement for publications, I have chosen the above three cases regarding formal
requests to publish and copyright transfers. I hope to continue this study of Hishiya Magobei’s pub-
lication of picture books through a further examination of historical advertisements for publications.
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Symposium: “The 1970s: After Takamatsu Jird”

Panelists: Nakahara Yusuke, Minemura Toshiaki, Tatehata Akira
Chair: Warashina Hideya

This symposium was held in conjunction with the MOON Seung-Keun + YAGI Tadashi: Works on
paper and sculptures 1973-83 from two collections exhibition held at the Chiba City Museum of Art.
The exhibition featured two artists active in Kyoto during the late 1970s and early 1980s, Moon
Seung-Keun (1947-1982) and Yagi Tadashi (1956-1983), as it considered the age in which the two
artists were active. With this goal in mind the exhibition also traveled to the National Museum of
Modern Art, Kyoto.

The 1970s, particularly the late 1970s, stood between the late 1960s-early 1970s, when the Mono-
ha movement of artists, now recognized overseas as well as in Japan, sought a reconsideration of the
concept of “art,” and the 1980s and later periods with their affirmation of “art.” This symposium
considering the 1970s ended with a split in opinion between those participants summed up by Minemura,
who dubbed the time a “chasm” in the field of art and Nakahara, who considered it a period in which
artists raised questions that are still relevant today.

In 1995, the Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo, held an inaugural exhibition entitled Art in
Japan Today (1985-1995). In the catalogue for that exhibition, Yaguchi Kunio, then Chief Curator of
the museum, emphasized “growing international contacts and changing values,” while also making
the following comment about the artists who began their creative activities in the 1980s.

“The new generation of artists who have emerged in the eighties and nineties want nothing to do
with the Mono-ha. In fact, artists who actively resist being discussed in terms of Mono-ha or Post
Mono-ha are becoming the majority.”

This is an absolute statement. Later Yaguchi noted that “international contacts and changing val-
ues” had become the standard form in the art world throughout Japan. However, the west considered
such a stance “an irredeemable position” that raised the undeniable possibility that such denial of
tradition and absorbtion of external stimulus was simply “a history of repeated negation and destruc-
tion, as suicide-bombing follows suicide-bombing” (Tono Yoshiaki).”

Unlike Takamatsu Jird (1936-1998) and Sai6 Yoshishige (1904-2001), two other artists whose
works were the theme of a symposium held at the museum and who both considered the 1970s to be
a specific period within their oeuvre history, the 1970s (including the beginning of the 1980s) them-
selves were the entire careers of Moon and Yagi, indeed, their very lives. During the 1970s Takamatsu
was involved in the creation of a series of three-dimensional works best represented by his Com-
pound. In this work Takamatsu considered the relationship between art work and artist, and in the
end, he stopped production of those works. Moon and Yagi, on the other hand, had opened the genie’s
jar and discovered the potential of their own art works. Moon, whose creative activities coincided
with his participation in the late Gutai movement, experimented with a variety of expressive forms,
whether three-dimensional works, film, prints or watercolors. In particular, Tatehata has indicated
that Moon’s watercolors and print works can be understood within the context of Minimal Art, but we
must also not overlook his connection with the works of the contemporary Ecole de Seoul movement.
Yagi’s creative production, however, began later than Moon’s, only starting in the late 1970s. Yagi
met two sculptors at Kyoto Art University, Fukushima Noriyasu (b. 1940) whose sculpture is based on
Minimalism, and Koshimizu Susumu (b. 1944) who was part of the Mono-ha movement and whose
three-dimensional works reconsidered the relationship between art works and their materials. It was
through his interactions with these two sculptors that Yagi began his own creation of wooden sculp-
tures. In this regard, the works of Yagi and Moon, and indeed their creative stance overall, can be seen
as “one of the omens that an internalized dialectical historical movement had begun in post-war art”
(Tono).

(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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