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Three case studies of Ehon (Japanese picture book) pub-
lishing in the Edo period: A study of the activities of the
Kyoto publisher and bookseller Hishiya Magobei

1t6 Shiori

Hishiya Magobei published many picture books from the mid-Edo period through to the Meiji period,
in Kyoto. In many cases, Hishiya Magobei acquired the original woodblocks following the first
printing and printed many later editions as a new publisher and printed many later editions. It is true
that the first edition of earlier impressions is the most important in the study of the ehon picture book.
Not withstanding the beauty of a first edition, later editions are equally as important. Later editions
were bought and sold, seen and read, and used in the same way. They have their own significance to
which we pay attention in our study. In this article, I present three examples, Ransai Gafu , Kanga
Hitori Geiko and Kimbo Gafu in order to study the publications by Hishiya Magobei.

Ransai Gafu (Ransai Painting Album), is a picture book of paintings by Mori Ransai. Mori Ransai
(1746-1801) was a Japanese painter who studied the Chinese painter, Shen Nanpin. Akitaya Ichibei
originally published this book and owned the copyright to the work and all related woodblocks. In
later editions, Hishiya Magobei’s name also appears in publication notes at the end of the book.
Hishiya Magobeilisted this title amongst his own publications in his advertisements. However Suharaya
Mohei also included this title in his publication advertisements. Copyright was subsequently divided
after 1812, with at least two publishers sharing publication rights.

Kanga Hitori Geiko (Self Study Guide on Chinese Style Painting) was written by the painter
Miyamoto Kunzan. He explained the theories, materials, manners and subjects for painting in text
and illustrations. This book was published in 1807 by publishers in Wakayama. But in 1810 there
was a formal request for permission to publish the work in Kyoto. According to the document Hankou
Goshamen Shomoku, the blocks had not yet been carved for this book. In the Edo period, it was
necessary to have permission from bookseller guilds in order to sell local books in other areas. “Lo-
cal” meant outside of Kyoto, Osaka and Edo (and Nagoya in the 19th century). Only publishers
belonging to the guild could make such formal requests. Likely after the initial publication, some
Kyoto publisher made such a request. Hishiya Magobei included this title in his advertisement for his
publications. However, the publishers of Wakayama always retained the original woodblocks with
copyright. Ithink Hishiya Magobei only had salesrights for this work. Such “sales-only rights” were
also permitted. This “sales-rights only”title can be found in advertisements for publications by Hishiya
Magobei.

Kinbo Gafu was made in memory of the great scholar Minagawa Kien (1734-1807). This book’ s
preface is dated 1813, and the pictures and texts were newly made for this book at that time. But
according to the Hankou Goshamen Shomoku document, this book was not yet engraved by 1819. It
was finally published in 1839. Twenty years passed between the time permission was granted until
the book was finally published. In this case, Hishiya Magobei included this title in his advertisement
for publications as owner of the copyright. From my study of advertisements, he acquired the copy-
right before 1846.

Hishiya Magobei tried to publish and sell a lot of picture books. From my study of some of the
titles in his advertisement for publications, I have chosen the above three cases regarding formal
requests to publish and copyright transfers. I hope to continue this study of Hishiya Magobei’s pub-
lication of picture books through a further examination of historical advertisements for publications.
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