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Symposium: “The 1970s: After Takamatsu Jird”

Panelists: Nakahara Yusuke, Minemura Toshiaki, Tatehata Akira
Chair: Warashina Hideya

This symposium was held in conjunction with the MOON Seung-Keun + YAGI Tadashi: Works on
paper and sculptures 1973-83 from two collections exhibition held at the Chiba City Museum of Art.
The exhibition featured two artists active in Kyoto during the late 1970s and early 1980s, Moon
Seung-Keun (1947-1982) and Yagi Tadashi (1956-1983), as it considered the age in which the two
artists were active. With this goal in mind the exhibition also traveled to the National Museum of
Modern Art, Kyoto.

The 1970s, particularly the late 1970s, stood between the late 1960s-early 1970s, when the Mono-
ha movement of artists, now recognized overseas as well as in Japan, sought a reconsideration of the
concept of “art,” and the 1980s and later periods with their affirmation of “art.” This symposium
considering the 1970s ended with a split in opinion between those participants summed up by Minemura,
who dubbed the time a “chasm” in the field of art and Nakahara, who considered it a period in which
artists raised questions that are still relevant today.

In 1995, the Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo, held an inaugural exhibition entitled Art in
Japan Today (1985-1995). In the catalogue for that exhibition, Yaguchi Kunio, then Chief Curator of
the museum, emphasized “growing international contacts and changing values,” while also making
the following comment about the artists who began their creative activities in the 1980s.

“The new generation of artists who have emerged in the eighties and nineties want nothing to do
with the Mono-ha. In fact, artists who actively resist being discussed in terms of Mono-ha or Post
Mono-ha are becoming the majority.”

This is an absolute statement. Later Yaguchi noted that “international contacts and changing val-
ues” had become the standard form in the art world throughout Japan. However, the west considered
such a stance “an irredeemable position” that raised the undeniable possibility that such denial of
tradition and absorbtion of external stimulus was simply “a history of repeated negation and destruc-
tion, as suicide-bombing follows suicide-bombing” (Tono Yoshiaki).”

Unlike Takamatsu Jird (1936-1998) and Sai6 Yoshishige (1904-2001), two other artists whose
works were the theme of a symposium held at the museum and who both considered the 1970s to be
a specific period within their oeuvre history, the 1970s (including the beginning of the 1980s) them-
selves were the entire careers of Moon and Yagi, indeed, their very lives. During the 1970s Takamatsu
was involved in the creation of a series of three-dimensional works best represented by his Com-
pound. In this work Takamatsu considered the relationship between art work and artist, and in the
end, he stopped production of those works. Moon and Yagi, on the other hand, had opened the genie’s
jar and discovered the potential of their own art works. Moon, whose creative activities coincided
with his participation in the late Gutai movement, experimented with a variety of expressive forms,
whether three-dimensional works, film, prints or watercolors. In particular, Tatehata has indicated
that Moon’s watercolors and print works can be understood within the context of Minimal Art, but we
must also not overlook his connection with the works of the contemporary Ecole de Seoul movement.
Yagi’s creative production, however, began later than Moon’s, only starting in the late 1970s. Yagi
met two sculptors at Kyoto Art University, Fukushima Noriyasu (b. 1940) whose sculpture is based on
Minimalism, and Koshimizu Susumu (b. 1944) who was part of the Mono-ha movement and whose
three-dimensional works reconsidered the relationship between art works and their materials. It was
through his interactions with these two sculptors that Yagi began his own creation of wooden sculp-
tures. In this regard, the works of Yagi and Moon, and indeed their creative stance overall, can be seen
as “one of the omens that an internalized dialectical historical movement had begun in post-war art”
(Tono).

(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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