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The Implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which delineate it. Its flower
is pure and innocent, and gives the feeling of loneliness and silence after it is withered. Chiba is where
ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, the Chiba City Museum of Art
is located on a street made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond(Hasu-ike) in ancient times.
Siren has same phonetic expression as Siren in Greek mythology who lured mariners to their destruc-
tion. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention to weave the beauties of both present and

ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss the arts which lure us like a siren.

Chiba City Museum of Art
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Catalogue Raisonné of the Works of Torii Kiyonaga, An Addendum

Shugo Asano

In 2007, the Chiba City Museum of Art held a Torii Kiyonaga exhibition from April 28 — June 10. A catalogue
of the exhibition was published at the time and on May 31, 2007, a Catalogue Raisonné of Torii Kiyonaga was
published. In this Research Journal 1 have cited the tsuji banzuke (advance promotional flyers or street play-
bills for a kabuki theater) that were not included in the Catalogue Raisonné Here I note some additional infor-
mation and ideas that have since come to light. Further, I have added reference illustrations of those images
discussed in the Print Works Catalogue and in this addendum which were not previously reproduced in the To-
rii Kiyonaga exhibition catalogue or in Hirano Chieko’s Torii kiyonaga gashii [Collected pictures of Torii Kiyo-
nagal.

Further, I would like to add two additional notes to my paper, “The Chronology of Kiyonaga’s Woodblock
Prints — Focusing on beauty genre pictures,” published in the Torii Kiyonaga exhibition catalogue. My first
comment is regarding the date of production of two Oban size triptychs, Nakanocho no sakura and Nakanocho
no botan. In that paper I noted that the Tenmei 5 Autumn edition of the Yoshiwara Saiken had not yet been pub-
lished, but since then I have had opportunity to view it. As a result, I can almost certainly determine that the
Nakanocho no botan was published around the 5th month of Tenmei 6. Hirano Chieko has dated Nakanocho no
sakura to Tenmei 6 and Nakanocho no botan to Tenmei 7, but this new research reveals that production dates
of these two triptychs should be pushed back a year.

Secondly, I would like to note that Kintaré-e prints were sold each New Year, and the zodiac animal of
each year was clearly worked into those prints. Thus, those Kintard-e pictures were naturally produced at the
end of the preceding year. The actual period of production is proved by the censor seals on each print.

Three 6ban works can be added to the catalogue raisonné’s addendum. Of these works, no. 145, Torii mae
no onnatachi, is, as posited by Hirano, part of a multi-sheet work, while it was also a Yatsushi of Kagamiyama.
It thus must be considered noteworthy as a type of Kiyonaga beauty genre picture not previously known. The
reference material value of the Bunka 7 (1810) dated 6ban size luxury surimono “announcement of the succes-
sion to Fujima Yoshi” is also considerable. Further the confirmation of two pictures in no. 532, Noh Chant Pro-
gram is also greatly important, even though it is a work that was previously listed in the Catalogue Raisonné.
Of the two pictures, Shiyakkyo is 15.9 x 11.0 cm, while Youchisoga is 16.1 x 11.1 cm in size. This means that
they were 1/8 of kobdsho-sized piece of paper or half of a koban-sized piece of paper. The presence of this size
work is important because up until now there has been no information that Kiyonaga, or indeed anyone at that
time, was producing small-scale prints. The term “sanmon-¢” was used during that period, and it may refer to
this particular small-scale format. It is also important to note that there is a “Kiyonaga ga” signature on the
cover-sheet picture of a nagauta (meriyasu) libretto Dannoura-Kabutogunki, Ito. At the time, there was a flour-
ishing publication of joruri and nagauta libretti that consisted of only a few pages and were commonly referred
to as usumono shohon, literally thin libretti. When kabuki plays were presented, these libretti were published
with actor prints by ukiyo-e artists attached as their front covers. The majority of these cover sheet pictures
were anonymous, and the presence of this “Kiyonaga ga” signature is important because it indicates the possi-
bility that a considerable number of these anonymous cover sheet pictures may have been based on drawings
by Kiyonaga.1

(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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Takamatsu Jird’s “juku” in 1971

Hideya Warashina

Takamatsu Jird (1936 —1998) was an artist who played an important role in post-World War II art in Japan. In
particular, he experimented with a reconfirmation of the visual arts through his ontological and epistemological
approach, as seen in his series of paintings on canvas created in the latter half of the 1960s that solely depict the
“shadows” of figures and objects, and his paintings and three-dimensional works that addressed the subject of
perspective methods. These experiments greatly influenced his contemporaries.

Takamatsu used his home studio (a tiny space less than 40 meters square, something possibly hard to
imagine by those who haven’t lived in Japan), and held regularly scheduled private seminars. He called this
seminar a private school or juku, a term used in Japan from the Edo period to signify a privately run educational
institution. Takamatsu was only directly involved in teaching students at this juku for one course, from May
1971 through the following March, with the participants working independently after that. According to re-
cords, 46 people participated in this private school. There is no detailed record of the ages of these students, but
it can be surmised that the majority of them were around 20 years of age.

What did Takamatsu want to happen at this juku? His own statement on this subject can be found in the
ads he placed in the art journal Bijutsu Techd looking for for students. He offered to those interested in attend-
ing, “a place for thought and experience about art in general and other various matters.” This was also related
to the fact that public educational institutions had lapsed into disarray thanks to the protests against the existing
power structure by the Japanese university students of the day (just like similar protests by liberal students in
America and Europe).

In 1971, the juku curriculum that Takamatsu was directly involved in consisted of Takamatsu himself lec-
turing to the students from the texts of Laozu, the ancient Chinese philosopher; special lectures by invited out-
side speakers; assignments of topics and the students creating art works in the classroom, and the mutual cri-
tiquing in the classroom of works that students had created at home and brought in for discussion. Takamatsu
was assisted in this curriculum by Tashima Renji (b. 1948). Further, the art critic Nakahara Yusuke (b. 1931)
was one of the outside speakers involved.

This juku was not a place established by Takamatsu to disseminate his own artistic or creative theories.
However, examination of the texts of his lectures and the memos he wrote on the creative assignments he gave
to his students in the classroom reveal the same type of intellectualism as his own works on “shadows” and
“perspective methods.” These materials provide a much more detailed and intricate notation of his thoughts
than the texts he published in public magazines and other forums at the time.

This report presents Takamatsu’s own thoughts as derived particularly from the records of his almost one-
year period of juku activities in 1971, information that was previously not available in detail.

(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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