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Catalogue Raisonné of the Works of Torii Kiyonaga, An Addendum

Shugo Asano

In 2007, the Chiba City Museum of Art held a Torii Kiyonaga exhibition from April 28 — June 10. A catalogue
of the exhibition was published at the time and on May 31, 2007, a Catalogue Raisonné of Torii Kiyonaga was
published. In this Research Journal 1 have cited the tsuji banzuke (advance promotional flyers or street play-
bills for a kabuki theater) that were not included in the Catalogue Raisonné Here I note some additional infor-
mation and ideas that have since come to light. Further, I have added reference illustrations of those images
discussed in the Print Works Catalogue and in this addendum which were not previously reproduced in the To-
rii Kiyonaga exhibition catalogue or in Hirano Chieko’s Torii kiyonaga gashii [Collected pictures of Torii Kiyo-
nagal.

Further, I would like to add two additional notes to my paper, “The Chronology of Kiyonaga’s Woodblock
Prints — Focusing on beauty genre pictures,” published in the Torii Kiyonaga exhibition catalogue. My first
comment is regarding the date of production of two Oban size triptychs, Nakanocho no sakura and Nakanocho
no botan. In that paper I noted that the Tenmei 5 Autumn edition of the Yoshiwara Saiken had not yet been pub-
lished, but since then I have had opportunity to view it. As a result, I can almost certainly determine that the
Nakanocho no botan was published around the 5th month of Tenmei 6. Hirano Chieko has dated Nakanocho no
sakura to Tenmei 6 and Nakanocho no botan to Tenmei 7, but this new research reveals that production dates
of these two triptychs should be pushed back a year.

Secondly, I would like to note that Kintaré-e prints were sold each New Year, and the zodiac animal of
each year was clearly worked into those prints. Thus, those Kintard-e pictures were naturally produced at the
end of the preceding year. The actual period of production is proved by the censor seals on each print.

Three 6ban works can be added to the catalogue raisonné’s addendum. Of these works, no. 145, Torii mae
no onnatachi, is, as posited by Hirano, part of a multi-sheet work, while it was also a Yatsushi of Kagamiyama.
It thus must be considered noteworthy as a type of Kiyonaga beauty genre picture not previously known. The
reference material value of the Bunka 7 (1810) dated 6ban size luxury surimono “announcement of the succes-
sion to Fujima Yoshi” is also considerable. Further the confirmation of two pictures in no. 532, Noh Chant Pro-
gram is also greatly important, even though it is a work that was previously listed in the Catalogue Raisonné.
Of the two pictures, Shiyakkyo is 15.9 x 11.0 cm, while Youchisoga is 16.1 x 11.1 cm in size. This means that
they were 1/8 of kobdsho-sized piece of paper or half of a koban-sized piece of paper. The presence of this size
work is important because up until now there has been no information that Kiyonaga, or indeed anyone at that
time, was producing small-scale prints. The term “sanmon-¢” was used during that period, and it may refer to
this particular small-scale format. It is also important to note that there is a “Kiyonaga ga” signature on the
cover-sheet picture of a nagauta (meriyasu) libretto Dannoura-Kabutogunki, Ito. At the time, there was a flour-
ishing publication of joruri and nagauta libretti that consisted of only a few pages and were commonly referred
to as usumono shohon, literally thin libretti. When kabuki plays were presented, these libretti were published
with actor prints by ukiyo-e artists attached as their front covers. The majority of these cover sheet pictures
were anonymous, and the presence of this “Kiyonaga ga” signature is important because it indicates the possi-
bility that a considerable number of these anonymous cover sheet pictures may have been based on drawings
by Kiyonaga.1

(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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