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Takamatsu Jird’s “juku” in 1971

Hideya Warashina

Takamatsu Jird (1936 —1998) was an artist who played an important role in post-World War II art in Japan. In
particular, he experimented with a reconfirmation of the visual arts through his ontological and epistemological
approach, as seen in his series of paintings on canvas created in the latter half of the 1960s that solely depict the
“shadows” of figures and objects, and his paintings and three-dimensional works that addressed the subject of
perspective methods. These experiments greatly influenced his contemporaries.

Takamatsu used his home studio (a tiny space less than 40 meters square, something possibly hard to
imagine by those who haven’t lived in Japan), and held regularly scheduled private seminars. He called this
seminar a private school or juku, a term used in Japan from the Edo period to signify a privately run educational
institution. Takamatsu was only directly involved in teaching students at this juku for one course, from May
1971 through the following March, with the participants working independently after that. According to re-
cords, 46 people participated in this private school. There is no detailed record of the ages of these students, but
it can be surmised that the majority of them were around 20 years of age.

What did Takamatsu want to happen at this juku? His own statement on this subject can be found in the
ads he placed in the art journal Bijutsu Techd looking for for students. He offered to those interested in attend-
ing, “a place for thought and experience about art in general and other various matters.” This was also related
to the fact that public educational institutions had lapsed into disarray thanks to the protests against the existing
power structure by the Japanese university students of the day (just like similar protests by liberal students in
America and Europe).

In 1971, the juku curriculum that Takamatsu was directly involved in consisted of Takamatsu himself lec-
turing to the students from the texts of Laozu, the ancient Chinese philosopher; special lectures by invited out-
side speakers; assignments of topics and the students creating art works in the classroom, and the mutual cri-
tiquing in the classroom of works that students had created at home and brought in for discussion. Takamatsu
was assisted in this curriculum by Tashima Renji (b. 1948). Further, the art critic Nakahara Yusuke (b. 1931)
was one of the outside speakers involved.

This juku was not a place established by Takamatsu to disseminate his own artistic or creative theories.
However, examination of the texts of his lectures and the memos he wrote on the creative assignments he gave
to his students in the classroom reveal the same type of intellectualism as his own works on “shadows” and
“perspective methods.” These materials provide a much more detailed and intricate notation of his thoughts
than the texts he published in public magazines and other forums at the time.

This report presents Takamatsu’s own thoughts as derived particularly from the records of his almost one-
year period of juku activities in 1971, information that was previously not available in detail.

(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)

79



KBRS EER R

BKiE W@ g

1HOORENmIN4- | L

B - R —EEH<HRERICWE RS
R EKER

1HKO—<3 - B B 11—+ — <
WNE ORI —11111 =111 1 (&)

E&E

B



Bulletin of Chiba City Museum of Art
Siren No.12

March 31, 2009

Edited and Published by

Chiba City Museum of Art
3-10-8 Chuo, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260-8733 JAPAN
Phone. 043-221-2311

Produced by
Insho-sha

ISSN 1343-148X





