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The Implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which delineate it. Its flower
is pure and innocent, and gives the feeling of loneliness and silence after it is withered. Chiba is where
ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, the Chiba City Museum of Art
is located on a street made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond(Hasu-ike) in ancient times.
Siren has same phonetic expression as Siren in Greek mythology who lured mariners to their destruc-
tion. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention to weave the beauties of both present and

ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss the arts which lure us like a siren.

Chiba City Museum of Art
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Karae (Chinese-style Painting) in Mid-Edo Period Kyoto

Shiori Ito

The mid-Edo period, from the Meiwa era to the Tenmei era, saw the development of a new term for Chi-
nese-style paintings, karae (alternate pronounciation tdga), or paintings derived from Chinese painting. This
term included the Nanpin school and style and the so called literati paintings (bunjinga or nangay).

The Heian Jimbutsushi biographical compendium was published in a total of nine editions from the mid-
Edo period Meiwa 5 (1768) to the late Edo period Kei6 3 (1867) editions. Each edition listed important people
by discipline. A major change occurred in the composition of the editions closely related to content between the
first three editions (1768, 1775, and 1782) and the latter six editions (1813 onwards). The scope of karae can be
seen in the painters listed in the first three editions of the Heian Jimbutsushi, which included Maruyama Okyo,
his students and the Okyo school painters that he influenced, in the karae category. With the exception of those
painters whose works or teacher lineage are not known, the karae category included all of the Nanpin school or
style, literati and Okyo school painters. The Tenmei 4 (1784) edition of Kyo Habutae Taizen, Nakabayashi Chi-
kutd’s Kokon gajin hinpyé, and Tachibana Nankei’s Hokuso Sadan, with the exception of the Okyo school,
share the Jimbutsushi’s scope of karae painters to include all literati, Nanpin school and Okyo-style painters.
Thus, in general, the scope of karae was the same in the biographical records, essays and painting theory books
of the period. However, regarding two important painters of the period, Soga Shohaku and Maruyama Okyo,
the Kokon gajin hinpyé and the Hokuso Sadan signal a different awareness. This difference is probably based
on Chikutd’s view of karae that gives precedence to literati painting.

The use of the term karae instead of kanga to indicate Chinese-style painting is thought to reflect its trend

and novelty in the mid-Edo period, specifically in the latter half of the eighteenth century. The novel spatial
compositions painted by Okyo in his landscapes with the slight addition of a Chinese-style building or figure
would have been considered karae. Okyo’s bird and flower paintings also displayed a novelty that was suitable
for the term karae. The stylistic divisions between karae and waga (yamatoe), Chinese-style painting and Japa-
nese-style painting respectively, was also a division between painting themes that were tied to style.
Literati painting (nanga or bunjinga) became a major force and from the Bunka 10 edition onwards was placed
in a separate category in the Heian Jimbutsushi. The first half of the Bunka era (1804-1818) saw the disman-
tling of the karae framework in Kyoto. The Bunka 8 (1811) edition of the Kyo Habutae Taizen table of contents
saw the term gakd, literally painting technician, in place of karaeshi, or Chinese-style painter, and this new cat-
egory included a large number of Okyo school painters. The Kyoto karae was unified with literati painting and
thus the need for the term karae disappeared. The Kyoto karae saw the decline of the Nanpin school and style,
the death of Jakuch@i and Shéhaku, and the rise of the Okyo school and literati painting, and thus the term karae
lost its meaning entirely.

(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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Dan Flavin and Conceptual Art

Hirokazu Mizunuma

Dan Flavin (1933-96), creator of installations out of fluorescent tubes, is widely known today as one of
the major Minimalist artists. On the other hand, the fact that Flavin took a pioneering role in the emergence of
Conceptual Art from Minimalism from around the mid 1960s onwards, and his influence on some of the artists
involved in the movement at the time, is little known. The purpose of this article is to consider the position and
function of Flavin’s works during the formation of Conceptual Art in New York. Flavin’s works give equal cre-
dence to visual elements and conceptual elements, but this article will focus on their conceptual elements.

Flavin’s works were particularly closely related to the following two events that occurred during the pro-
cess of the creation of Conceptual Art. The first, the trend toward dematerialization of art that occurred during
the transition period from Minimalism to Conceptual Art, is addressed in the first section of this article. Many
of the Minimalist artists only created the plans for their works, leaving the actual production of the planned ob-
jects to specialists. But since an original, created object still remained from the process, the result was not fun-
damentally different from earlier art works. However, a different kind of situation arose in Flavin’s case. He
displayed works that were made up of ordinary fluorescent tubes used as lighting equipment either in or out of
a gallery setting, with the tubes arranged in the gallery on the basis of his plan. Once the exhibition was over,
the function of these tubes ended and they could revert to everyday objects and the works themselves could be
preserved as plans. To state it conversely, the existence of a universal system used throughout the world known
as flourescent tubes was essential for the preservation of the works solely in plan form. Thanks to the works’
dependence on the fluorescent tube system, the works’s sameness is maintained and preserved through plans
and certificates recording simple diagrams or words. In this manner, the state of existence of Flavin’s works that
show this unique stance vis-a-vis materiality, can be considered closer to some aspects of conceptual art than to
the majority of Minimalist art works.

The second event was the appearance of Conceptual Art as a context criticism that functionally considers
the relationship between art’s context and the context outside of art, as represented by the works and writings of
Dan Graham (b. 1942), and Daniel Buren (b. 1938). The second section of this article considers, in reference to
Dan Graham’s writings, the influence of Dan Flavin’s works in the formation of Conceptual Art as context criti-
cism. Amidst the self-referential Minimalism that abandoned experiments querying the function of art works in
social contexts, Flavin’s works that took in, as is, the socio-economically regulated fluorescent lighting system,
demonstrated to the younger generation the potential that reveals the relativity of art context and non-art con-
text through the medium of the meaning and function of lighting equipment. Dan Graham can be said to have
brought important results to the visual arts because he distanced himself from the formalism that was extremely
influential in early 1960s New York and presented functionalist contextual issues. And undoubtedly Flavin’s
works had an immense influence on the formation process of Graham’s works and writings.

(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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Tmij -t T—IvayTE o] 150] 32| 220] @3 42 20 67
F | $Tas 50 EH%E 3| 434 250( 439 92 21 3 1,242
zoffIfE &t 484 1,089| 665 1,093| 379 0 21 0 42 3 0 86| 3,862
B0 A E e 6,449| 14,426 13,121| 12,665| 5940| 761| 2,628 2,688 823 317 0] 20,995 80,813
i |[EReiES 474 474
5 temm 547 547
; BRENRE 1,670 2,058 1,531| 965 1,119 1,584 2,590 1,935| 12309| 398 533 2,023 17,715
'{ RS A 205 944| 244 213| 510| 197| 302| 558 303| 598 738 781 5,683
;; AR AME Se AR 692 1,274| 687 522 506| 750\ 983| 770 428 789 484| 637| 8,522
T (@mho% - wisif 650| 2,224| 676 395| 341| 484| 895 594 285 671 363 466| 8,044
TRy —unlf AAERG 3,307| 6,500 3,138 2,095| 2,476| 3,015| 4,770| 3,857| 2,325| 2930| 2,665 3,907| 40,985
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