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Karae (Chinese-style Painting) in Mid-Edo Period Kyoto

Shiori Ito

The mid-Edo period, from the Meiwa era to the Tenmei era, saw the development of a new term for Chi-
nese-style paintings, karae (alternate pronounciation tdga), or paintings derived from Chinese painting. This
term included the Nanpin school and style and the so called literati paintings (bunjinga or nangay).

The Heian Jimbutsushi biographical compendium was published in a total of nine editions from the mid-
Edo period Meiwa 5 (1768) to the late Edo period Kei6 3 (1867) editions. Each edition listed important people
by discipline. A major change occurred in the composition of the editions closely related to content between the
first three editions (1768, 1775, and 1782) and the latter six editions (1813 onwards). The scope of karae can be
seen in the painters listed in the first three editions of the Heian Jimbutsushi, which included Maruyama Okyo,
his students and the Okyo school painters that he influenced, in the karae category. With the exception of those
painters whose works or teacher lineage are not known, the karae category included all of the Nanpin school or
style, literati and Okyo school painters. The Tenmei 4 (1784) edition of Kyo Habutae Taizen, Nakabayashi Chi-
kutd’s Kokon gajin hinpyé, and Tachibana Nankei’s Hokuso Sadan, with the exception of the Okyo school,
share the Jimbutsushi’s scope of karae painters to include all literati, Nanpin school and Okyo-style painters.
Thus, in general, the scope of karae was the same in the biographical records, essays and painting theory books
of the period. However, regarding two important painters of the period, Soga Shohaku and Maruyama Okyo,
the Kokon gajin hinpyé and the Hokuso Sadan signal a different awareness. This difference is probably based
on Chikutd’s view of karae that gives precedence to literati painting.

The use of the term karae instead of kanga to indicate Chinese-style painting is thought to reflect its trend

and novelty in the mid-Edo period, specifically in the latter half of the eighteenth century. The novel spatial
compositions painted by Okyo in his landscapes with the slight addition of a Chinese-style building or figure
would have been considered karae. Okyo’s bird and flower paintings also displayed a novelty that was suitable
for the term karae. The stylistic divisions between karae and waga (yamatoe), Chinese-style painting and Japa-
nese-style painting respectively, was also a division between painting themes that were tied to style.
Literati painting (nanga or bunjinga) became a major force and from the Bunka 10 edition onwards was placed
in a separate category in the Heian Jimbutsushi. The first half of the Bunka era (1804-1818) saw the disman-
tling of the karae framework in Kyoto. The Bunka 8 (1811) edition of the Kyo Habutae Taizen table of contents
saw the term gakd, literally painting technician, in place of karaeshi, or Chinese-style painter, and this new cat-
egory included a large number of Okyo school painters. The Kyoto karae was unified with literati painting and
thus the need for the term karae disappeared. The Kyoto karae saw the decline of the Nanpin school and style,
the death of Jakuch@i and Shéhaku, and the rise of the Okyo school and literati painting, and thus the term karae
lost its meaning entirely.

(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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