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The Implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which delineate it. Its flower
is pure and innocent, and gives the feeling of loneliness and silence after it is withered. Chiba is where
ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, the Chiba City Museum of
Art is located on a street made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond (Hasu-ike) in ancient
times. Siren has same phonetic expression as Siren in Greek mythology who lured mariners to their
destruction. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention to weave the beauties of both

present and ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss the arts which lure us like a siren.

Chiba City Museum of Art
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Sakai Hoéitsu and the Ugean in the Year Bunsei 6 (1823)

Tomoko Matsuo

Sakai Hditsu (1761—1829), born into a daimyé family in the late Edo period, directed his unbounded tal-
ent into various arts, particularly painting, and founded what would become the Edo Rimpa school. Present-
day awareness of Edo Rimpa has grown, and in 2011, on the 250th anniversary of Hditsu’s birth, various events
and exhibitions related to Hoitsu are being held throughout Japan.

In the midst of the preparations for this autumn’s Hditsu exhibition at the Chiba City Museum of Art, this
article presents a snapshot view of a single period in the life of Hoitsu and his circle, and an introduction to new
materials discovered regarding Hoitsu and Edo Rimpa. Various years are important for Hoitsu’s painting oeu-
vre, but a diverse group of works remains from his mature or final years during the Bunsei era, from the time he
hung the name plaque “Ugean” on his studio until his death in Bunsei 12 (1829). The snapshot year chosen for
this article falls in the middle of that period, Bunsei 6 (1823), when Hditsu was 63 years old.

First of all, 1823 was an auspicious year in that it marked the 60" anniversary of Kenzan’s birth, Korin’s
younger brother. It was mid-summer of that year when Hditsu wrote how he came to acquire the outer box of
“Sumiyoshi hama”, a writing box with an inscription by Kenzan. He used the box as the inspiration for his
own creation of a maki-e writing box set decorated with designs of his own invention, inspired by Kenzan’s po-
etic ideas. He recorded the story on a new outer box for the original outer box. Then, in the 10th month, he
discovered Kenzan’s grave, for which he had been searching, at Zenyoji in Edo’s Shitaya Sakamotocho district.
A sense of a deeply fated connection that led him to discover Kenzan’s grave exactly 81 years after his death at
age 81, compelled Hoitsu to erect a commemorative stele near the grave and to begin the compiling of Ken-
zan’s woodblock prints which he later published as Kenzan Iboku. In addition, his more focused activities can
be newly surmised from the recent discovery of a Hoitsu painting copied from Kenzan’s Flower Baskets and a
seal impressed on that Hoitsu painting, which reads “Bunsei mizunoto mi Kenzan tsuifuku no ichi, which can
be roughly translated as “Bunsei 6, one of the prayers for the repose of Kenzan’s soul.”

In 1823, Hoitsu created his set of hanging scrolls Birds and Flowers Through the Twelve Months (Sanno-
maru Sho6zdkan, Museum of the Imperial Collections). They bear the date inscription “Bunsei mizunoto mi
toshi” [Bunsei 6, year of the snake] on the final scroll and became the basis for many later works, standing as
the benchmark work that conveyed the traditions and mood of Edo Rimpa style bird and flower paintings for
approximately the next century.

During this period at the Ugean we can see how Hoitsu had established his Ugean painting studio structure
and painting style, as he worked with usually ten or more artists, whose artistic names suggest they were his
students, to respond to the great demand for his work. Suzuki Kiitsu, then in his 6th year as Hoitsu’s close at-
tendant and student, welcomed the birth of his first son that year. Sakai Oho, then in his fifth year as Hoitsu’s
adopted son, was 16 years old and Héitsu had begun his enthusiastic advancement of this youngster. Guests
from distant areas, commissions for works, establishing his students in their careers, Hoitsu’s connections
spread at this time to all classes in regional areas. Hditsu provided illustrations for two haiku compendia, the
Tsukushi miyage and the Yomo no mutsumi, established that year, and both edited by figures from the Shinsht
region, or present-day Nagano region.

Further, this article provides the first introduction of White-Robed Avalokitesvara, a work inscribed with a
mid-spring 1823 date. By then, Hoitsu had already taken the Buddhist tonsure and was fervent in the effort he
devoted to the creation of a large number of Buddhist paintings. Indeed, he was the very image of an ebusshi or
Buddhist painter. The majority of his studio artists also lent their hands to Buddhist paintings. Recent surveys
have clarified how they ably carried on this aspect of his work. Thus, first and foremost Ugean was a monk’s
cottage where Buddhist rituals were carried out.

In the 4th month of that year, Ota Nanpo died. For Hoditsu, at the peak of his artistic maturity, the year
marked a kind of turning point, a year in which he poured his heart into the next generation of artists of the
Ugean studio. (Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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The Ichimokukai Society and Its Cohorts

Junko Nishiyama

The Ichimokukai (First Thursday Society), formed in Japan by Onchi K&shird and other print artists, was
active during the World War II and postwar eras. The group met in the parlor room of the Onchi home on the
first Thursday of every month with the goal of furthering print research and dissemination. The leading sésaku
hanga print artist Onchi Koshird was the core of the group, with other members including Sekino Jun’ichird,
Yamaguchi Gen, Sait6 Kiyoshi, Shinagawa Takumi, Kitaoka Fumio and Komai Tetsur6. While these artists
went on to lead Japan’s postwar print world, this group has yet to be fully studied. In fact, the Ichimokukai
provides a rare glimpse of the relatively unstudied sésaku hanga print world during World War II. The group
provides an important “snapshot” of the state of the field prior to the 1950s and later sésaku print movement
that has been highly praised in international circles. This article relies on such basic materials as the exhibition
catalogue Exhibition of Prints by Ichimoku-kai—Koshiro Onchi and His Circle and the text by Sekino
Jun’ichird, “Ichimokushii no omoide,” published therein, as it traces the Ichimokukai from its inception to its
end and considers the nature of the group and how it reflected the state of the s6saku print world of its day.

This article is made up of four sections. Section 1 presents information about the founding of the
Ichimokukai group by Onchi K6shird, Sekino Jun’ichiré and Yamaguchi Gen, and suggests the possibility that
the actual founding of the group may have been later than the previously stated date of 1939. Further, as back-
ground for the formation of this group, the section discusss founder member Sekino’s awakening to woodblock
printing, a departure from his earlier work in the etching medium.

Section 2 discusses the two print compendia made by the Ichimokukai during World War II, namely
Ichimokukai Mame hangajo Hakubutsufu and Ichimokushii I. The section observes the nature of the interac-
tions between the five members from the early period of the group, specifically the three founding figures plus
Katd Tard and Sugihara Masami. The basic nature of the Ichimokushu I works was confirmed through the col-
lections of the Chiba City Museum of Art. The publication process and timeline was discerned from the sup-
plemental material, “Ichimokukai hanga sakuhinshii (Ichimokushii) kanké ni tsuite.” Further, regarding the late
war period, which formed the background for the existence of the Ichimokukai and the Ichimokushii, this sec-
tion indicates the possible connection between group members and the Imperial Japanese Navy.

Section 3 discusses the connection in the immediate postwar period between the Ichimokukai and mem-
bers of the Occupation Forces, particularly Ernst Hacker. Research on this connection indicates how the post-
war sésaku print movement developed with this new clientele, and how the movement was supported by the
funding and resources that had accorded special authority and privilege during World War II to war effort facto-
ries and keepers of traditional techniques and techonologies.

Section 4 considers the group’s search for new forms of expression that began around the time of the pub-
lication of Ichimokushii IV, the addition of etching artist Komai Tetsurd to the group and his interactions with
Onchi, and the eventual demise of the Ichimokukai whose function as a woodblock print society had ended.

As seen in this progression, this article covers the history of the Ichimokukai and considers several important
events. While nothing more than a rough sketch made up of fragmentary information, and far from compre-
hensive, this article does confirm that the Ichimokukai, a group led by the overwhelming force and fascination
of the printmaker Onchi Kdshird, symbolizes the various aspects of the sésaku hanga world from the war years
to the immediate postwar era. I hope to continue to explore this group and its activities in future studies.
(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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