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The Ichimokukai Society and Its Cohorts

Junko Nishiyama

The Ichimokukai (First Thursday Society), formed in Japan by Onchi K&shird and other print artists, was
active during the World War II and postwar eras. The group met in the parlor room of the Onchi home on the
first Thursday of every month with the goal of furthering print research and dissemination. The leading sésaku
hanga print artist Onchi Koshird was the core of the group, with other members including Sekino Jun’ichird,
Yamaguchi Gen, Sait6 Kiyoshi, Shinagawa Takumi, Kitaoka Fumio and Komai Tetsur6. While these artists
went on to lead Japan’s postwar print world, this group has yet to be fully studied. In fact, the Ichimokukai
provides a rare glimpse of the relatively unstudied sésaku hanga print world during World War II. The group
provides an important “snapshot” of the state of the field prior to the 1950s and later sésaku print movement
that has been highly praised in international circles. This article relies on such basic materials as the exhibition
catalogue Exhibition of Prints by Ichimoku-kai—Koshiro Onchi and His Circle and the text by Sekino
Jun’ichird, “Ichimokushii no omoide,” published therein, as it traces the Ichimokukai from its inception to its
end and considers the nature of the group and how it reflected the state of the s6saku print world of its day.

This article is made up of four sections. Section 1 presents information about the founding of the
Ichimokukai group by Onchi K6shird, Sekino Jun’ichiré and Yamaguchi Gen, and suggests the possibility that
the actual founding of the group may have been later than the previously stated date of 1939. Further, as back-
ground for the formation of this group, the section discusss founder member Sekino’s awakening to woodblock
printing, a departure from his earlier work in the etching medium.

Section 2 discusses the two print compendia made by the Ichimokukai during World War II, namely
Ichimokukai Mame hangajo Hakubutsufu and Ichimokushii I. The section observes the nature of the interac-
tions between the five members from the early period of the group, specifically the three founding figures plus
Katd Tard and Sugihara Masami. The basic nature of the Ichimokushu I works was confirmed through the col-
lections of the Chiba City Museum of Art. The publication process and timeline was discerned from the sup-
plemental material, “Ichimokukai hanga sakuhinshii (Ichimokushii) kanké ni tsuite.” Further, regarding the late
war period, which formed the background for the existence of the Ichimokukai and the Ichimokushii, this sec-
tion indicates the possible connection between group members and the Imperial Japanese Navy.

Section 3 discusses the connection in the immediate postwar period between the Ichimokukai and mem-
bers of the Occupation Forces, particularly Ernst Hacker. Research on this connection indicates how the post-
war sésaku print movement developed with this new clientele, and how the movement was supported by the
funding and resources that had accorded special authority and privilege during World War II to war effort facto-
ries and keepers of traditional techniques and techonologies.

Section 4 considers the group’s search for new forms of expression that began around the time of the pub-
lication of Ichimokushii IV, the addition of etching artist Komai Tetsurd to the group and his interactions with
Onchi, and the eventual demise of the Ichimokukai whose function as a woodblock print society had ended.

As seen in this progression, this article covers the history of the Ichimokukai and considers several important
events. While nothing more than a rough sketch made up of fragmentary information, and far from compre-
hensive, this article does confirm that the Ichimokukai, a group led by the overwhelming force and fascination
of the printmaker Onchi Kdshird, symbolizes the various aspects of the sésaku hanga world from the war years
to the immediate postwar era. I hope to continue to explore this group and its activities in future studies.
(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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