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The Implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which delineate it. Its flower
is pure and innocent, and gives the feeling of loneliness and silence after it is withered. Chiba is where
ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, the Chiba City Museum of
Art is located on a street made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond (Hasu-ike) in ancient
times. Siren has same phonetic expression as Siren in Greek mythology who lured mariners to their
destruction. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention to weave the beauties of both

present and ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss the arts which lure us like a siren.

Chiba City Museum of Art
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The Development of Keisai Eisen the Artist

Masako Tanabe

From the later years of the Bunka era (1804 - 1818) until his death in 1848, Keisai Eisen (1791 - 1848) be-
came one of the most important ukiyo-e artists active during this most mature period of Edo’s urban culture.
Eisen was a popular artist who created a unique style of beauty images known for their sense of bewitching
loveliness set amidst the everyday. Since his beauty works were so captivating, the focus has naturally been on
only these images in both exhibitions and art books. Research on Eisen was spearheaded by Imanaka Hiroshi’s
Eisen chogasaku mokuroku (Catalogue of Eisen’s Printed Books, Ryfitei Bunko, 1956) and Osawa Makoto’s
opus Keisei Eisen (Ikugeisha, 1976). These two works compiled the results of studies on the artist, primarily
his massive production of authored and illustrated printed books, and his richly diverse and dramatic life.

However, Eisen’s artistic production was hugely varied, from his considerable contribution to the estab-
lishment of the landscape genre within ukiyo-e, to the creation of warrior prints, children prints, toy prints, bird
and flower prints, surimono private edition prints, ukiyo-e paintings, and even a few actor and sumo prints. In
terms of materials used, Eisen’s name appears around 1830 (Bunsei 13 /Temp0 1) in the Masaki no katsura as
an artist who very early on used the Prussian Blue artificial pigment brought to Japan from the West, and his
later publication of numerous aizurie (indigo print) works hints at the reason behind his nickname at the
time,“Aizuri Eisen.”

While the CCMA collection includes approximately 300 works by Eisen collected by Imanaka Hiroshi,
and held a special exhibition on Eisen (May 29 -July 8, 2012), I believe there is a need for a renewed investiga-
tion into the entirety of Eisen’s artistic development. This article will provide a detailed and through overview
of his oeuvre, starting from the base of existing studies of the subject, touching upon all of the activities in-
volved in Eisen’s diverse career as a woodblock print artist, and considering not only his beauty images but
also his other work in other subject genres.

(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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Project Report: An Experiment in Teaching Visual Appreciation
through the Use of an Art Museum’s Collection Database

Kana Yamane

This article reports on a project jointly undertaken by the CCMA and middle schools within Chiba city
that experimented with providing classroom access via the Internet to the CCMA Collection Database (system
for searching CCMA collection list with visual images). Advances are being made in making museum informa-
tion, specifically databases or similar tools introducing art works, available to a broad spectrum of end-users,
from researchers to the general public. These systems are being developed and organized in a variety of for-
mats, including search engines to access textual data, as well as the viewing of high-resolution images.

Discussions regarding how to create effective systems are flourishing, primarily within the field of muse-
um information systems management. This article focuses on one application and the use of museum informa-
tion systems in an educational setting.

This particular experiment was a joint research project developed by a team made up of CCMA staff mem-
bers and middle school art teachers who are part of the Middle Schools Arts Subcommittee working group of
the Chiba City Education Research Committee. It utilized the CCMA Ukiyoe Works Database (total 2,121
items, of which 1,596 items have images). Curriculum plans were proposed and student worksheets developed.
In my role as a museum educator, I prepared resources explaining art media, materials and formats along with
tools for teaching visual appreciation.

‘When reproductions of art works are used in classrooms as part of visual appreciation training, there is no
opportunity for participants to personally experience the actual art work or to truly appreciate the actual materi-
als and their specific qualities. Thus, would it not more meaningful to simply teach the skills for critical art ap-
preciation, namely learning how to learn visually and organize the information they gain in that process, so that
participants can carry those skills with them to their next personal encounter with actual art works. Given this
premise, the focus of this experiment was placed on learning how to read and interpret an art work on the basis
of secondary materials and information. This meant that participants were shown how to find hints within a pic-
ture to start their viewing experience and then enjoy the art work through learning how to read and interpret
those clues. Using that learned critical appreciation of a first art work, the participant can use the database to
expand their field of inquiry to related works, whether in terms of artist, period or subject matter. By observing
art works via a single facet, such by the same artist or of the same type, the viewer can learn to organize their
thoughts about style and standard ukiyoe iconographic conventions, and thus develop their ability to critically
view, understand and appreciate. This method for investigating art works is particularly effective for art works
such as ukiyoe prints, which are themselves rich troves of information on a range of subjects.

Once knowledge and a method of looking has been given to viewers, there is no avoiding the fact that then
the viewer must turn once again to look at the art work under consideration. If excessive or inappropriate infor-
mation is given, there is the risk that a viewer will turn away from the art work and it will become simply a
case of rote learning or appreciation. However, this experiment confirmed the value of focusing on the process
of training middle school students to gradually look more closely and deeply at art works and thus hone their
critical abilities. The provision of appropriate knowledge, viewpoint and starting points for their viewing expe-
rience was an effective means of encouraging their interest in visual appreciation. Thus this study will contrib-
ute important information for the future consideration of this issue.

(Translated by Martha J. McClintock)
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R - R 4,754 4,754
RELBHES 2,745| 22,129| 11,637 16,362 6,452 12,831| 19,327| 18,676| 4,516 8957| 4,754 15,315 143,701
% HRXv7)— 0| 2,685 2,262 1,041| 1,125 1,989 1,547| 1,625| 451| 636 0 0| 13,361
i |FEEE 47| 460| 225 385 244| 380 365 272| 362| 353 61| 326] 3,480
LRE 24 0| 653| 413] 595| 353| 349 290| 415| 440 125 320 26| 3,979
’;E SRR — 5/ 590 160 717| 1,325 486 102| 358 535| 173| 742 0| 5,193
HilERAEE 52| 4,3388| 3,060 2,738 3,047| 3,204| 2304| 2,670 1,788 1,287| 1,123 352 26,013
7 |MEE 18| 163 125 184| 149 133| 185 200 70( 123|140 89| 1,579
?é - RS 432 89 400| 291 267| 803| 241 1,100 137| 167, of 3927
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i [HHR R E R 643 643
5 e 1,533 1,533
f‘;’ BREHAE 1,548| 1,697| 1,525 1,287 1,048 1,950| 1,579 1,797| 949| 415 1,286 1,580| 16,661
’IJ HlfEER & 850  543| 434| 462| 1,114| 431 1,446| 1,132| 352 1,407| 451 695 9,317
‘;:; IR AMs RATRRE BT 789 965| 714| 524| 657| 730 1,014| 925 516 1,064| 855 768 9,521
7 (@D - wilF 660 939| 480 354| 310 518 626] 686 503| 570 460 571| 6,677
HR¥v7Y-whlf HRERT 3,847| 4,144| 3,153| 2,627| 3,772| 3,629| 4,665| 4,540| 2,320 4,989| 3,052| 3,614| 44,352
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