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The Implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which delineate it. Its flower
is pure and innocent, and gives the feeling of loneliness and silence after it is withered. Chiba is where
ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, the Chiba City Museum of
Art is located on a street made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond (Hasu-ike) in ancient
times. Siren has same phonetic expression as Siren in Greek mythology who lured mariners to their
destruction. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention to weave the beauties of both

present and ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss the arts which lure us like a siren.

Chiba City Museum of Art
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“The Five Hundred Arhats” by Kazunobu in the Zo6joji Temple
Collection: a first encounter and later developments

Masatomo Kawai

“Gohyaku Rakan Zu (The Five Hundred Arhats)” by the artist, Kazunobu, and housed in Z0joji
Temple, Minato Ward, Tokyo, has drawn the attention of scholars in recent years. The spring of 2011
saw the momentous occasion of its public display at the Edo-Tokyo Museum. I had the fortunate
opportunity to research the hundred illustrated scrolls back in the summer of 1977. In 1979, “The Five
Hundred Arhats” was designated Tangible Cultural Property of Minato Ward, Tokyo. My paper here
narrates its route to acclaim since then and the circumstances surrounding it in the form of memoranda,
shedding light on part of the research history concerning the illustrations and their painter, Kazunobu.

Kazunobu was an artist active at the end of the Edo Period, who studied the Kano School of
painting and who, it is told, was bestowed the use of the Kand surname: nowadays he is often referred
to as Kano Isshin or Kazunobu. His descendants, the Henmi family, however, is still in possession of
much material relating to its past painting activities, and historical sources there would suggest it
correct to call him by his original name of Henmi Kazunobu, while his artistic name was Kenytsai. He is
accredited chiefly with Buddhist paintings, and in particular with the unusual works of Arhat illustration
such as “The Five Hundred Arhats” of Z06j6ji Temple.

Arhats are those who attained religious enlightenment at the end of strict religious discipline, and
are revered by people as sacred beings. Their existence became a substitute for Buddha in guiding and
saving us ordinary people with our many hardships and cares. Consequently their existence also gave
direction to the individual religious discipline of priests — the practitioners of Buddhism - so that in
Japan from the Kamakura Period all temples carried out “Rakan-ku (Arhat memorial services)” for
which “Rakan zu (Arhat illustrations)” were produced as the main object of worship.

In China, Arhat illustrations sought “Humao (fanxiang)”; that is, the facial configurations of Central
Asia and Indians in order to portray the appearance of the foreign peoples living in Central Asia and
India, whilst those in Japan strongly depict a Chinese style.

Kazunobu, lies in its adoption of Western painting methods, and this has been noted on several
occasions. We cannot overlook the fact that in 1863, when the illustrations were produced, the notion of
“foreign lands” no longer signified China, but the West.

At the time of production of the illustrations, Kazunobu would have included that notion, alongside
requests from the Zo6joji priests (the commissioners) and guidance for realising the project, in their
composition. We must also bear in mind that these illustrations were produced whilst the many learned
priests in the area of Z6joji of that time lectured on Buddhist faith; in particular, on the Pure Land Sect
(its teaching and significance), and methods for preaching appropriate for a new era. Further
exploration of the background to the production of the illustrations reveals various points of scholarly
interest, such as whether we can pursue through this great work its painter, Kazunobu, as an artist of
Arhat illustrations. These remain future topics of research relating to Z6joji’s “The Five Hundred
Arhats” and their painter, Henmi Isshin.
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The Painting of Kabuki Actors Kyogen zukushi zukan
by Ryukosai Jokei

Hiroko Kitagawa

Kyogen zukushi zukan (Kabuki play collection: an illustrated scroll) in the Chiba City Museum of
Art collection is hand-painted by Ryukosai Jokei. It is a large work in the form of one scroll with colour
on paper that measures 36.7x 857.5 centimetres. Although it is unsigned, a label reads “Kyogen zukushi:
Naniwa Rytkosai hitsu (Kabuki play collection: illustrated by Rytukosai of Osaka”, and there can be little
doubt from the style of painting that it is by Ryukosai. It begins with the title “Hengen mujin (Endless
transformations)”, possibly written by the person who commissioned the scroll. Next comes a scene of
a play-house, and this is followed by portraits of 34 Kabuki actors.

In order of appearance, the actors can be identified as Arashi Sangoro II, Nakamura Noshio II, Asao
Tamejuro 1, Kagaya Kashichi, Nakamura Kyojuro, Arashi Kichisaburo I, Yamashita Yaozo I, Mimasu
Tokujiro I, Yoshizawa Iroha I, Mihogi Gizaemon II, Onoe Kikugoro I, Nakayama Tazo, Onoe Shinshichi
I, Yamamura Giemon II, Hanagiri Toyomatsu III, Ichikawa Danzo IV, Anegawa Shinshiro IV, Nakayama
Raisuke II, Mimasu Daigoro II, Kataoka Nizaemon VII, Fujikawa Hachizo III, Yamashita Kinsaku II,
Ichikawa Yaozo III, Azuma Tozo III, Sawamura Kunitaro I, Kano Hinasuke I, Ichiyama Tajiro, Arashi
Bungoro, Nakamura Juro II, Nakamura Juro III, Bando Iwagoro, Nakamura Tomijuro I, Seki Sanjuro I,
Ichikawa Monzaburo 1. The actors portrayed were active from the Anei period (1772-1781) into the
Kansei period (1789-1801).

Furthermore, the plays depicted can be identified as Kotobuki shikisanbaso, Shin usuyuki
monogatari, Kanadehon chishingura, Sugawara denju tenarai kagami, Keisei Sano no funahashi, Yashoku
Kamakurayama”, Sugata kurabe deiri no minato, Taiko shinkenki Kesho rokkasen, Hiragana seisuiki, and
Ashiya doman ouchi kagami. The majority of these reflect plays actually performed on stage from the
end of the Tenmei era (1781-1789) to the first year of Kansei (1789). In other words, Kyogen zukushi
zukan represents a fanciful interweaving of actors and plays that both preceded the creation of the
scroll and were contemporaneous with its creation, and in this regard appears to function as a sort of
supplement, produced perhaps in 1790, to Ryukosai’s illustrated actor book Ehon niwatazumi.
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Tanaka Hoji’s “History of Painting”: what is taught us by Sakai
Hoitsu’s last pupil

Tomoko Matsuo

Tanaka HOji (1812-1885) entered the discipleship of Sakai Hoitsu (1761-1828) in the eighth month
of the seventh year of Bunsei (1824) at the age of thirteen, and is an artist known for succeeding well his
master’ s style. Since Hoitsu died in eleventh month of the eleventh year of Bunsei (1828), Hoji was his
last pupil who knew him for only 4 years in his late 60s. Although there is little recognition of Hoji,
“Ugean zu” that Hoji recollected and painted in his later years is a valuable source for imagining the
original Ugean (The hut of rain and flowers), Hoitsu” s home-cum-studio that was lost by fire. It is also
said to have been Hoji who preserved the preparatory sketch (Idemitsu Museum of Arts) for the famous
“Natsu aki kusa zu byobu (Folding screen with summer and autumn grasses” by Hoitsu, so that Hoji
was a true pupil in that his existence was vital in transmitting important material pertaining to Hoitsu.

This paper gives an overall introduction to material related to Tanaka Hoji, a part of which was
recently discovered and displayed for the first time in the exhibition “Celebrating the 250 anniversary of
Sakai Hoitsu’ s Birth, Sakai Hoitsu and the Edo Rinpa School” (2011; Chiba City Museum of Art etc.).
Its aim is to identify as far as possible the artistic activities of HOji throughout his life, as well as the
nature of circumstances surrounding the Hoitsu School.

1) Outline of material: Of central focus is the “History of painting” , the name given to 30
volumes in booklet form, and 16 volumes of miscellaneous miniatures. It is a notebook mainly
comprised of sketches of plants; reduced copies of paintings he had seen, notes for his own
compositions, and other information relating to paintings. It is valuable because almost all the
entries are dated, and it gives an even record from his time of entering discipleship to his later
years.

2) HOji’ s career: HOji’ s father was a merchant who worked under government patronage at the
Edo exchange of the Ezochi (Hokkaido) office, but Hoji settled from early on at his family’ s
birthplace of Terajima village in Mukdjima, making a living as an artist until his death. His
dates have been confirmed by material presented here. The pseudonym “H0ji” seems to have
been used from the start. He entered the Buddhist priesthood in later years.

3)  Paintings by Hoji: The majority are flower and bird pictures in the style of Hoitsu, and his
works include many paintings with Haiku and Waka poetry by himself and others, and
Buddhist paintings. He also produced large-scale compositions such as folding screens for his
own personal customers. In other words he carried out the work expected of a pupil of Ugean.
After Meiji he displayed some pieces at the early exhibitions etc., and in later life, through
pride of being the last living pupil of Hoitsu, he appears to have devoted himself to recollection
and transmission of that tradition.

4)  Hoitsu’ s masterpieces and those of others in the circle as seen in the miniatures: Hoji looked
up to Hoitsu as the “revered Teacher” until the end. He tells us that whilst Hoitsu was alive
he travelled daily to Ugean where he would make the numerous reduced copies of sketches
and of old paintings; such was the nature of the resources there and the freedom of his
education. He was given Hoitsu’ s three personal seal stamps. There are many miniatures of
Hoitsu’” s work including “Shiki kach0 zu byobu (Folding screen with birds and flowers of the
four seasons)” (YOmei bunko collection) and “E tekagami (Collection of paintings)” (Seikado
bunko Art Museum), from which we can gain information on the origin of works and on
unknown works.
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