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The Painting of Kabuki Actors Kyogen zukushi zukan
by Ryukosai Jokei

Hiroko Kitagawa

Kyogen zukushi zukan (Kabuki play collection: an illustrated scroll) in the Chiba City Museum of
Art collection is hand-painted by Ryukosai Jokei. It is a large work in the form of one scroll with colour
on paper that measures 36.7x 857.5 centimetres. Although it is unsigned, a label reads “Kyogen zukushi:
Naniwa Rytkosai hitsu (Kabuki play collection: illustrated by Rytukosai of Osaka”, and there can be little
doubt from the style of painting that it is by Ryukosai. It begins with the title “Hengen mujin (Endless
transformations)”, possibly written by the person who commissioned the scroll. Next comes a scene of
a play-house, and this is followed by portraits of 34 Kabuki actors.

In order of appearance, the actors can be identified as Arashi Sangoro II, Nakamura Noshio II, Asao
Tamejuro 1, Kagaya Kashichi, Nakamura Kyojuro, Arashi Kichisaburo I, Yamashita Yaozo I, Mimasu
Tokujiro I, Yoshizawa Iroha I, Mihogi Gizaemon II, Onoe Kikugoro I, Nakayama Tazo, Onoe Shinshichi
I, Yamamura Giemon II, Hanagiri Toyomatsu III, Ichikawa Danzo IV, Anegawa Shinshiro IV, Nakayama
Raisuke II, Mimasu Daigoro II, Kataoka Nizaemon VII, Fujikawa Hachizo III, Yamashita Kinsaku II,
Ichikawa Yaozo III, Azuma Tozo III, Sawamura Kunitaro I, Kano Hinasuke I, Ichiyama Tajiro, Arashi
Bungoro, Nakamura Juro II, Nakamura Juro III, Bando Iwagoro, Nakamura Tomijuro I, Seki Sanjuro I,
Ichikawa Monzaburo 1. The actors portrayed were active from the Anei period (1772-1781) into the
Kansei period (1789-1801).

Furthermore, the plays depicted can be identified as Kotobuki shikisanbaso, Shin usuyuki
monogatari, Kanadehon chishingura, Sugawara denju tenarai kagami, Keisei Sano no funahashi, Yashoku
Kamakurayama”, Sugata kurabe deiri no minato, Taiko shinkenki Kesho rokkasen, Hiragana seisuiki, and
Ashiya doman ouchi kagami. The majority of these reflect plays actually performed on stage from the
end of the Tenmei era (1781-1789) to the first year of Kansei (1789). In other words, Kyogen zukushi
zukan represents a fanciful interweaving of actors and plays that both preceded the creation of the
scroll and were contemporaneous with its creation, and in this regard appears to function as a sort of
supplement, produced perhaps in 1790, to Ryukosai’s illustrated actor book Ehon niwatazumi.
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