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Okamoto Shiiki: Descendant of the Nanpin School in Edo

Shiori Ito

We will consider, in chronological order, the works of Okamoto Shuki (1807-62), bearing in mind the painting

style of Chinese painter, Shen Nanpin (Shen Quan), who crossed to Japan in 1731, and who had great influence
upon Japanese painting.
Shaki’s teacher, Onishi Keisai, is often regarded as an artist who painted exclusively in the Nanpin style, and to
be of the Nanpin School. We find, among the actual works, many flower-and-bird wash drawings not necessari-
ly in the Nanpin style. Okamoto Shiki is sometimes classed as Nanga (Southern School), while at other times,
as Nanpin School.

Shuki himself records that he studied Chinese painting, but there is no statement to suggest he studied Nanpin.
Shiaki put a great degree of emphasis on Chinese painting. Those recipients of commissioned works, and admir-
ers of works by Shiuki, considered them to be Chinese-style “Nanga”, or “Nanboku-icchi (Southern-Northern
combined style; the word Toga was already falling out of use).”

The Nanpin style survived, in a small capacity, until the Meiji period. At the Naikoku Kaiga Kyoshinkai (Do-
mestic Painting Competitions) of 1882 and 1884, there were a few artists who described themselves as “Shen
Quan School”, “Nanpin-ryt” or “Nanpin-ha”. Among them, Shuki’s pupil, Hata Shiun (1836-1919), supple-
mented Tani Buncho’s Honcho gasan (Collection of Japanese paintings), publishing Zoho Honcho gasan taizen
in 1891. He was also active in passing down the painting style of Shaki: that is, a style with influence from the
Nanpin style. Shiun termed himself as Southern School at the first Domestic Painting Competition.

In many of Shuki’s works, we notice elements of Nanpin style in subject or portrayal, or in both, yet there are
few works created in Nanpin style alone. Rather than an artist of the Nanpin School, Shuiki was a Nanga artist,
in a wide sense that included Hokush@ (Northern School): he was a Nanboku-icchi artist. The Nanpin School
and Nanga stood close in their love of China. During the era preceding Shuiki, there was a term, Toga (Chinese-
style painting), which included Nanga and the Nanpin School. Shuki could well be called a Toga artist.

Bakufu official and confucianist of the Bakumatsu period, Hayashi Kakuryd (1806-78) mentions Shiki in his
diary, Hayashi Kakuryo nikki. Kakuryd was a pupil of Matsuzaki Kodo. Kakuryd seems enthusiastic about
paintings, and also records exchanges with Kumasaka Tekizan and Fukuda Hanko. Interesting matters, pertain-
ing to Shaki, come to light in Kakuryd’s diary. We find that Shitiki took part in, and sometimes hosted, Shogakai
(calligraphy and painting gatherings). Kakuryd took commissions for paintings by Shiiki, and was sometimes
even involved in selling them. An entry for 24th day, 10th month, 1848, gives details of payment for Shiki’s
work. Also, according to an entry for 11th day, 6th month, 1843, Shiiki, on Kakuryd’s introduction, paid a visit
to the head of the Matsushiro clan, Sanada Yukitsura. We should look into Hayashi Kakuryé nikki in future re-
search on Shuki. (Translated by Barbara Cross)
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