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The Implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which delineate it. Its flower
is pure and innocent, and gives the feeling of loneliness and silence after it is withered. Chiba is where
ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, the Chiba City Museum of
Art is located on a street made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond (Hasu-ike) in ancient
times. Siren has same phonetic expression as Siren in Greek mythology who lured mariners to their
destruction. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention to weave the beauties of both

present and ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss the arts which lure us like a siren.

Chiba City Museum of Art
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Tales from the Museum of Art Directors, Past and Present

Chair: Kono Motoaki
Panelists: Tsuji Nobuo / Kobayashi Tadashi / Kawai Masatomo
Introductory greeting: Kumagai Toshihito ( Mayor of Chiba )

2015 marked 20 years since the opening of Chiba City Museum of Art. In celebration of this event, Chiba
City Museum of Art has published 100 Selected Works from the Chiba City Museum of Art Collection, a selec-
tion made by the three Directors past and present: Tsuji Nobuo, Kobayashi Tadashi and Kawai Masatomo. It
has also held an exhibition based on its collection: “An Exhibition of Important Works Selected by the Direc-
tors Past and Present” (duration: April 10-May 10; May 19 -June 28, 2015). The Directors at the Chiba City
Museum of Art have all been scholars specializing in the history of art who have brought their expertise to bear
in the purchase of artwork and the hosting of exhibitions.

A Symposium, with a panel of past and present Directors of the museum of art, was held on April 24 to
coincide with the exhibition, and took place in the Large Hall at Chiba City Civic Hall. The role of Chair was
performed by Kono Motoaki, fellow history of art scholar and acquaintance of all three panelists. The Sympo-
sium began with a greeting from Mayor of Chiba, Kumagai Toshihito.

The past and present Directors spoke of memories of acquiring artwork, of difficult episodes, of reminis-
cences on the “Kitagawa Utamaro Exhibition” held at the time of the museum opening in 1995 and on the
many other exhibitions built on international viewpoints and cooperation that followed, and of future plans for
the museum. At Chiba City Museum of Art, acquisition of works of art that were to form the framework of the
museum began in earnest in 1990. Acquisition policy focused on Pre-modern to Modern-period Japanese paint-
ings and prints, contemporary artworks and those produced since World War II, and artworks connected to the
region of Boso where Chiba City and the museum now stand. This exhibition too is in keeping with the original
acquisition policy.

Fundamental to the museum of art has been the engagement between two elements: academic research and
business, without which its activities would never have come to fruition. The Symposium came to a close with
a reiteration of this important fact.

(Translated by Barbara Cross)
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“Togen Shiga” by Gessen: Artist-monk Gessen’s Utopia

Matsuoka Marie

Gessen Genzui (1741-1809) was an artist-monk of the Jodo (Pure Land) Buddhist Sect active around
Kyoto, Osaka and Ise in the Late Edo Period. During his teen years he trained at Z5joji Temple in Edo, while
also studying painting under Sakurai Sekkan, artist of the Sessht style. He later moved to Kyoto where he was
greatly influenced by Yosa Buson, and became a pupil of Maruyama Okyo. Even after taking up residence in
Jakushoji Temple at Furuichi, Ise in 1775, he continued to travel between Ise and Kyoto/Osaka mingling widely
with the cultural elite, thus gaining himself the reputation of artist-monk.

“Togen Shiga (The Peach Blossom Spring [Utopia]: Illustrated Poems)” is a woodblock print in handscroll
format, copies of which are housed in Mie Prefectural Library, Jingti Chokokan (Ise Shrine History Museum)
and Kobe City Museum. Its theme is “The Peach Blossom Spring Story and Poem” by Chinese Six Dynasties’
poet Tao Yuanming. It measures between 23.5 and 24.1 cm in width, and between 332 and 345 cm in length (the
different mountings for each copy of the scroll causing this variance in measurement). The opening scene of a
mountain stream and flowering peach trees continues for about two thirds of the total illustration, which ends
with a depiction of the village of the peach blossom spring (utopia). The scroll finishes with Gessen’s own
postscript, sign and seal, and is dated third year of Kansei (1791). Beside Gessen’s sign and seal is that of Ise
calligrapher Den Hikki, suggesting that Hikki provided the calligraphy for the writing that was then put into
print. This work is unusual in that it has been produced using a similar method to an ink rubbing: paper is
placed over incised (white-line) woodblock which is then dampened to allow it to sink into the woodblock and
ink is applied. Called “mokuhan shomen zuri (woodblock front-printing)” or a “taku hanga (ink-rubbed print)”,
in this type of print the whiteness of the lines stands out in stark contrast to the jet-black background. Originat-
ing in China, “hojo”, copybooks printed from the works of old masters of calligraphy, were produced using this
technique, suggesting that in Edo-period Japan woodblock front-printing was evocative of China. The tech-
nique is widely known today through its use in “Jokydsht (Impromptu Pleasures Afloat)” by Ito Jakuch.

Gessen had associations with two famous learned monks who used the woodblock front-printing method
in their artwork. One was Ninkai of Z5j6ji Temple, Edo, who created “Ytzando Gafu”, an album of reproduced
pictures using front-printing. Gessen met him when he trained at Zojoji in his teens. The other was Daiten
Kenjo with whom Gessen shared an acquaintance of over 20 years following the completion of his Buddhist
training in Edo and his move to the Kyoto-Ise area. Daiten assisted in producing Jakucht’s “Jokyosht” and
“Genpoyoka” — a collection of plant pictures - and it is likely that, through Daiten, Gessen was able to observe
front-printed artworks such as these. Furthermore, the title lettering for “Togen Shiga” was written by the cal-
ligrapher Kan Tenju; it is known that Tenju was involved in the publication of “hgjo” copybooks which used
front-printing.

I suggest, then, that “Togen Shiga” came about through influence from these three individuals. Devised
and executed following the trend for things Chinese, and as a result of exchange with the cultural elite, “Togen
Shiga” is an important object expressing cultural conditions of the time during the 18th century. The scroll in-
cludes poems of appreciation by five other individuals, all of whom are from Ise. We can assume Gessen felt a
special attachment to Ise where he lived when producing this work.

Also, a comparison with the hand-painted work by Goshun produced during the same period, “Buryo
Togen Zukan (The Peach Blossom Spring of Wuling: Illustrated Scroll)” (Toyama Memorial Museum) shows
the utopia depicted in “Togen Shiga” to be simple, and the people, at ease and congenial with one another. Ges-
sen was highly acclaimed not only as an artist, but also as a Buddhist monk, devoting his life to philanthropy, in
particular the salvation of the poor. With a profound knowledge of Chinese poetry, Gessen undoubtedly had a
good understanding of Tao Yuanming’s poem; nevertheless, he portrays utopia in such a way. This is a symbol
of how he carried out the work of artist as one at home among the literati, yet ultimately living life as a monk.

(Translated by Barbara Cross)
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4H 5H 611 7H | 8H 9H | 10H | 11l | 12H | 1H | 2H 3H &at
HEFES R T 7,299 5,975 13,274
IRFHIGR « KT R ER 2,985 9,514 12,499
THET S 2 e 1,210 1,210
HINERN SRt 4,227| 6,707 10,934
A 77 YL 3l 5,906 7,619 13,525
% RIS ZE Al 5 958| 7,629| 9,540 18,127
g 7774 A7 7 W SR A i 4,373 4,667| 375 9,415
% A6l THE T RS 2 860| 15,860
A — TS MR 100 | 7,163| 5,579 12,742
ERHADKF /63500 - HIER 2,743| 8,654 11,397
AE—LT—LF 4,109| 6,749 10,858
LOREEDUIER 1B 4,883 5,288 10,171
L) ZDIR—2E L W BURSE— 3,295 3,565 310 7,170
EELBES G 14,462 | 17,282| 19,378| 8,336| 13,456| 10,789| 13,865| 7,629| 9,540| 7,668 8,232| 16,545| 147,182
‘EEE HRXr 7 — 2268| 3,195 3436| 2,807| 1,147| 2,951| 2,895 3,865 3,847| 2,646| 20,469 0| 49,526
M |G 399  634| 454| 414 349 378|  447| 496 417 424| 110|380 4,902
[ 179| 482 477 217|538 343 260 347| 220 45 92 0| 3,200
E XPHA—)L 181 475 181 262 311 284 177| 1,661| 330| 145 227 80| 4,314
Mia IS G 3,027| 4,786| 3,338| 3,700 2,345 3,956 3,779| 6,369| 4,814 3,260| 20,898| 460 60,732
[ 84| 130| 131|155 84 73 89 83 93 90 81| 128) 1221
G - G 304| 446 203| 2,702| 334 255| 217| 430 261| 282 107 0 5,541
avg—t-7—rvay 7% 0 0 0 117 33 103 0 15 17| 300 23 0 608
ERT AT T L - FEEE 177 78| 320 207 370 199 157|363 262|244 124 0 2,168
ZOfbRE G 565\ 654 654| 3,181| 488 630| 463| 891| 633| 916] 335 128 9,538
Sa—YThTav 7R RS | 2,098 2,792| 2490 763 1,163| 1,504 1,888| 2,370 2,675| 1,034| 1,050  324| 20,151
LA VR 1,430 2451 1,727| 1,036 1,146| 1,237| 1,375 1238| 1,036] 956 928 1,359 15919
i G 3,528| 5243| 4,217| 1,799 2309| 2,741| 3,263 3,608| 3,711| 1,990 1,978 1,683 36,070
EAEE  FIHERRE 21,582| 27,965| 27,587| 17,016| 18,598 18,116| 21,370| 18,497 18,698| 13,834| 31,443| 18,816 253,522
TEERBRT  FE—TEOMLLEDS 1,437 1,437
H S L B e T G e 984 984
- A& VIR TR 617 617
R I ST i 631 631
333 [HRLZHEDGHEE Bk 144 430 574
7 [Frov— - enrHEE 815 815
! PElASETR floating world 664 86 750
;;ci A - ARV F BN 41 32| 105 26 15 30 50 299
JERE R 1,942 1,942| 1,484 1,729| 1,524| 1,734| 1,687 1500 1272 440 1,503 2,700| 19,457
il R 794|928  848| 507|  326| 1227| 1349 1549 1,170| 1,503| 661  724| 11,586
[H A e B 635 946| 642|711 1,332 683 1,176 2,289 497|  983| 718 880 11,492
TRX Y7V - FlHEER 3,371 3,857| 3,006 4,489| 5440| 3,659| 4,242| 5388| 3,083 4,835| 2,968| 4,304| 48,642

(ZEtilidiz 7z L - FUHAREZRT,)

56




FHE RS B R R
B ®-+-<ip
11O | KgFim | mRe

B - RE—BEM<HKERIEERE

ERERKER
HKO—L 1] e EKREK— 1 0—<
g ORnl—111—1inl 1 1(8)

FRBER—LX AN -anx

B LS

]

|l

4



Bulletin of Chiba City Museum of Art
Siren No.18

March 1, 2016

Edited and Published by

Chiba City Museum of Art
3-10-8 Chuo, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260-8733 JAPAN
Phone. 043-221-2311

Translated by
Barbara Cross

Produced by
Insho-sha

ISSN 1343-148X



