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Tales from the Museum of Art Directors, Past and Present

Chair: Kono Motoaki
Panelists: Tsuji Nobuo / Kobayashi Tadashi / Kawai Masatomo
Introductory greeting: Kumagai Toshihito ( Mayor of Chiba )

2015 marked 20 years since the opening of Chiba City Museum of Art. In celebration of this event, Chiba
City Museum of Art has published 100 Selected Works from the Chiba City Museum of Art Collection, a selec-
tion made by the three Directors past and present: Tsuji Nobuo, Kobayashi Tadashi and Kawai Masatomo. It
has also held an exhibition based on its collection: “An Exhibition of Important Works Selected by the Direc-
tors Past and Present” (duration: April 10-May 10; May 19 -June 28, 2015). The Directors at the Chiba City
Museum of Art have all been scholars specializing in the history of art who have brought their expertise to bear
in the purchase of artwork and the hosting of exhibitions.

A Symposium, with a panel of past and present Directors of the museum of art, was held on April 24 to
coincide with the exhibition, and took place in the Large Hall at Chiba City Civic Hall. The role of Chair was
performed by Kono Motoaki, fellow history of art scholar and acquaintance of all three panelists. The Sympo-
sium began with a greeting from Mayor of Chiba, Kumagai Toshihito.

The past and present Directors spoke of memories of acquiring artwork, of difficult episodes, of reminis-
cences on the “Kitagawa Utamaro Exhibition” held at the time of the museum opening in 1995 and on the
many other exhibitions built on international viewpoints and cooperation that followed, and of future plans for
the museum. At Chiba City Museum of Art, acquisition of works of art that were to form the framework of the
museum began in earnest in 1990. Acquisition policy focused on Pre-modern to Modern-period Japanese paint-
ings and prints, contemporary artworks and those produced since World War II, and artworks connected to the
region of Boso where Chiba City and the museum now stand. This exhibition too is in keeping with the original
acquisition policy.

Fundamental to the museum of art has been the engagement between two elements: academic research and
business, without which its activities would never have come to fruition. The Symposium came to a close with
a reiteration of this important fact.

(Translated by Barbara Cross)
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