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Allen Memorial Art Museum Collection, Oberlin University
A Catalogue of The Mary Ainsworth Collection of Ukiyo-e Prints:
Result of Research

A collection of Ukiyo-e prints belonging to Mary Ainsworth, a female American visitor to Japan in 1906,
is housed in the Allen Memorial Art Museum of Oberlin University, Ohio, USA. Since its founding in 1833,
Oberlin University has been well known as a Liberal Arts College accepting students regardless of sex and eth-
nicity, and includes Mary Ainsworth among its graduates.

Ainsworth’s Ukiyo-e Collection continued to expand after her return from Japan, and stands at over 1,500
items. It includes works by almost all the major artists, from early rare works to those by the Bakumatsu (end
of the Edo Period) artists; however, the works by Katsushika Hokusai (1760-1849), Utagawa Hiroshige (1797
-1858) and Utagawa Kuniyoshi (1797-1861) are of especially good quality and condition. Hiroshige seems to
have been her particular favorite, with the work of Hiroshige comprising over half of the collection. The main
features of the collection were introduced by Roger S. Keyes in Japanese Woodblock Prints, A Catalogue of the
Mary A. Ainsworth Collection (Oberlin University, 1984), although there has been no public display outside of
the Allen Memorial Art Museum, and it has yet to be seen in Japan.

In anticipation of the introduction of this important Ukiyo-e collection to Japan, we took the
opportunity of carrying out research at the collection ahead of its exhibition tour of Japan to be
held in 2019. This paper constitutes a report of that research, making available in Japanese a
list of the works in the Mary Ainsworth Collection. Due to time constraints, we were unable to
confirm details of the entire collection during the research trip, so that a section of the record re-
lies on material submitted by the Allen Memorial Art Museum and access to its public database.
The list as a whole was completed with reference to the knowledge of Roger Keyes in the above-

mentioned publication.
(Translated by Barbara Cross)
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