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A Discussion: “Ogawa Shinji’s Grand Tour:
Thoughts and Production”

Speakers: Ogawa Shinji, Hirayoshi Yukihiro
Chair: Hatai Megumi

This Discussion was held in conjunction with the Special Exhibition “Ogawa Shinji: The Whole World
Without You” which ran from 7 September until 30 October 2016. Ogawa Shinji (1959-) has produced work on
a consistent theme that challenges the familiar world through images of that “world” using a multitude of layers
in the search for new possibilities. On display were the Ogawa-definitive series that employ traditional tech-
niques in oil painting and pencil drawing, images based on picture and photograph, as well as introducing us to
the various experiments in present-day Ogawa, including the most recently produced installations that combine
different media.

Prior to the Discussion, a Lecture was given by Ogawa himself interspersed with illustrations drawn for
the occasion and images from his work. Firstly, using ordered examples from his Symmetry/Asymmetry series,
Ogawa explained how ideas grasped from the midst of “confusion of reality and imagination” are put into the
form of an artwork. This showed us how all Ogawa’s work is based on solid concepts. Next, on the subject of
his most recent creation: the installation-type work Overlapping Garden - deemed the exhibition’s most mind-
bending piece — he leaves visitors to puzzle over so as not to destroy its links with past works or the any num-
ber of diverse images that it may evoke. The lecture theme also extended to images of time and space consid-
ered through a vision of a landscape, and the relationship between world and its observer. It concluded with a
focus on one exhibit, Moiré, in order to explain the conceptual development, and, indeed, the title of the exhibi-
tion, “The Whole World Without You”.

The Discussion was begun by Hirayoshi Yukihiro, organiser of the 2006 Ogawa Shinji Exhibition held at
the National Museum of Art, Osaka, who confirmed the characteristics and position of Ogawa as a contempo-
rary artist, and provided analytical comments on the structure of the exhibition on this occasion and on the de-
velopment of his artwork. Hirayoshi made mention of the experiment in installation-type creations unknown 10
years previous, and the change in size seen particularly in the pencil drawings. This concluded in statements
about Ogawa’s underlying vision, and expectations for future development. Hirayoshi even described Ogawa
as a surgeon, whose work is the result of an on-going thought process and experiment that focuses on manipu-
lating the world using high-level techniques for its inspiration and detail.

In response, Ogawa used examples of his past work to re-affirm the methodology behind his production.
Ogawa also explained how his style is a result of childhood experience, trial and error in his response to trends
in art history and contemporary art contexts, to finally arrive at “that which concerns just the self”. At this point
Hirayoshi remarked on contemporary artist Ogawa’s unique position within present-day Japanese contemporary
art, whilst undoubtedly sharing the aims of modern-period artists since the 20th century as an artist who “ex-
presses the unportrayable through portrayal”.

The Discussion moved onto the room entitled Grand Tour set up in the last section of the exhibition. The
Grand Tour succeeds Overlapping Garden as a further installation experiment, displaying 20 years-worth of
Ogawa’s work dismantled and reconstructed by Ogawa himself. Hirayoshi noted the harmony between the soft-
ness shown in Ogawa’s collage works and the concept of installation, praising Ogawa’s ability at curation. One
intriguing group of works are created by using postcards and milliorama cards to suggest Ogawa’s original idea
of fragmentation and reconstruction of the world, and which are also a format befitting the theme of “Grand
Tour”. Ogawa’s words “The artist repeats death at each exhibition” incite much anticipation among his public
for his “rebirth” and for further developments in his artwork.

Lastly we heard comments from Okazaki Kazuo (1930-) whose solo exhibition “Similarity and Differ-
ence—Who's Who by Kazuo Okazaki” was held simultaneously with the Ogawa Shinji Exhibition. As mentioned
during the Discussion, there has been 20 years of exchange between Ogawa and Okazaki; in the past they have
held a joint exhibition in a gallery in Nagoya, and Ogawa is an artist of special standing whom he greatly re-
spects. Okazaki talked of a “restoration of pictorial art” in Ogawa’s work, and, although angles may differ, he
indicated the many concepts in common with his own artwork. Okazaki went on to evaluate highly the original-

ity of Ogawa’s work, and closed the Discussion expressing his gratitude to him.
(Translated by Barbara Cross)
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