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The Implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which delineate it. Its flower
is pure and innocent, and gives the feeling of loneliness and silence after it is withered. Chiba is where
ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, the Chiba City Museum of
Art is located on a street made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond (Hasu-ike) in ancient
times. Siren has same phonetic expression as Siren in Greek mythology who lured mariners to their
destruction. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention to weave the beauties of both

present and ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss the arts which lure us like a siren.

Chiba City Museum of Art
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Tsubaki Sadao, Oil Painter
Appendices: Kishida Ryusei’s Cover Illustrations for the Atarashiki-mura

(New Village)

Warashina Hideya

The exhibition, “Life as Painter: The Art of Tsubaki Sadao and his Family, and Mentor, Kishida Ryusei”
was held at the Chiba City Museum of Art from June to July 2017. Tsubaki Sadao (1896-1957) lived in
Funabashi City, Chiba Prefecture from 1927, and is known as the artist to have established Chiba’s flourishing
artistic culture. This report is based on the piece that appeared in the exhibition catalog, with the addition of lat-
est research results.

Tsubaki was born in Yonezawa City, Yamagata Prefecture. He vowed to become an artist, inspired by an
older brother who had met an early death. From 1914 Tsubaki began a life in Tokyo, where, upon seeing a solo
exhibition by Kishida Ryusei (1891-1929), was determined to learn painting from him. The next year Tsubaki
met Kishida, who agreed to take him on. For this reason he never experienced a specialist education at art
school.

Kishida was acquainted with the work of the post-impressionists, such as van Gogh and Cézanne, through
reproductions, acquiring a reputation as the budding young artist in their stead. Unsatisfied with this mold,
however, he looked towards the Realism of the Northern Renaissance: artists such as Albrecht Diirer and Jan
van Eyck, and the religious paintings of William Blake. He came to appreciate the beauty of a thing-in-itself,
and seemed to hail a realism that was at odds with the times in which he lived. To help define his image, Kishi-
da gathered together his followers to create the Sodo-sha. The Sodo-sha’s activities lasted from 1915 until
1922, and greatly influenced not just contemporary oil painting, but also the work of young students of nihonga,
traditional Japanese-style painting. (It operated alongside the journal Shirakaba run by young literary scholars
close to Kishida). As an intimate of Kishida, Tsubaki also participated in this group, and was the most loyal to
Kishida’s particular artistic philosophy.

From 1919 to 1920, Kishida redefined his own image, turning his attention to the traditional Chinese
painting styles of S’ung and Yuan painting, early painted ukiyo-e, and Japanese nanga-style ink-painting. For
him, Eastern art of bygone eras was a new discovery, and the literary scholars of Shirakaba were soon to shift
their interests along with him. Behind this was the frustration of a youth who, since the Meiji Period, had learnt
in detail about European culture, and was all too used to criticizing the current state of Japan. There was also
the economic prosperity in Japan achieved by the war that created a thriving market for antique art. Kishida did
not consider deeply the differences in technique and nature of painting materials, and endeavored to portray the
world of traditional Chinese painting using oil paint. He died at the age of 38, however, without being able to
overcome the disparity brought about by the materials. Tsubaki very much grieved Kishida’s death. He contin-
ued in the style of S’ung and Yuan painting, his particular interest from among the Chinese classics he had
studied under his mentor, and from the mid-1920s until his own death, devoted himself to expressing the esthet-
ic of traditional Chinese painting in oils. Tsubaki also sought hard for a solution to coping with different paint-
ing materials. We can acknowledge that he was, to a certain extent, successful in his aim.

As supplementary research we traced the transformations in the cover illustrations that Kishida drew for
the Atarashiki-mura (New Village), a journal for the humanist social movement led by Mushanokdji Saneatsu
(1885-1976), a fellow Shirakaba member. This helped us to understand how Kishida found his way into the
world of traditional Chinese painting using influence from William Blake.

(Translated by Barbara Cross)
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Report on Investigations of Japonism in the Czech Republic (Abstract)

Nishiyama Junko

The Chiba City Museum of Art has become renowned for its collecting and display of prints and printed
books from the Japanese pre-modern to modern era, hosting many planned exhibitions as well as exhibitions
from the Collection. Involved in these activities as I am, I have a real sense of the fascinating, dynamic influen-
tial relationship - a game of inspirational catch between artists of Japan and the West - brought about by the
disseminating power of Japanese prints. This movement is represented by Japonism, yet the influential relation-
ship was in no way one-directional. We see a phenomenon of reimportation whereby Japanese artists imitate
Western prints that were inspired by Japanese art, and it has long been my wish to examine this bi-directional
movement through the form of an exhibition. Japonism research has also expanded its focus in recent years, re-
vealing that it reached as far as the countries of Central Europe, Scandinavia and Russia, and was not just con-
fined to the West with France at its core. Our attention was drawn to this fact by the exhibition “Japonisme in
Czech Art” held at the National Gallery in Prague in 2014. Its organizer, Markéta Hanova, demonstrated with
abundant examples the diverse influence on visual art in the Czech Republic, focusing on the directions taken
by exhibitions and collectors of Japanese art there, and the publication of works related to Japan. Not just
prints; genres were wide-ranging and included craft and oil painting, design, sculpture, fashion, and architec-
ture. Many of the art-works were unknown in Japan and expressed in extremely novel ways, and so I had the
idea of holding the exhibition, reorganizing it for an audience in Japan with the addition of works by Jap-anese
artists. The Czech Republic boasts Emil Orlik (1870-1932), an artist from Prague of German descent, who vis-
ited Japan and produced Ukiyo-e-style woodblock prints. I consider it deeply sig-nificant that his activities, and
the method of expression in the autolithography and bookplates that Orlik brought to Japan, can be introduced
as examples of Japonism and its circulating influ-ence.

Our museum was fortunate enough to receive a research grant for this year from the Takaku Foundation to
pursue the theme “Research of East-West Exchange Found in Prints”. Thanks to this, it was possible to carry
out investigations of Japonism in the Czech Republic on two occa-sions. Through these investigations, I was
able to confirm many examples of Japonism, including by Orlik, as well as finding the traces of globe-trotters
who visited Japan in the Meiji period, the activities of Japanese art collectors and Ukiyo-e scholars. I also learnt
of the Czech Republic’s unique backdrop of a complex absorption of Japonism via France, Austria and Germa-
ny, and the renewed Japonaiserie during the 1920s. This paper is a report summarizing these investigations.

(Translated by Barbara Cross)
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Volunteer Activities at Chiba City Museum of Art 2003-2017

Yamane Kana

Museum volunteers have been active at the Chiba City Museum of Art since 2003. From 2018, with the
addition of phase-5 members, we expect to be a force of over 40 people running activities. This paper reflects
on the last 15 years, and reports on the history to date - and future development - of the three areas of activity:
gallery talks, leading art appreciation and workshops that are at the core of the Museum’s volunteer activities
today.

Volunteers initiated the first ever activities that were gallery talks. Then, on the request of the Museum,
which had begun admitting school groups (art appreciation programs for primary and junior high school pu-
pils), they took up a new role in leading art appreciation, which gradually became a major part of their activi-
ties. Also, workshops on color woodblock prints were held that made use of the talents of individual members.
As these coincided with the Museum’s activity objectives and were well received by participants, they have
continued to run long-term. These standard activities led to volunteers’ own proposals and experiments from
which programs emerged that had more specific focuses.

Questionnaires reveal that the Museum volunteer activities bring change to the every-day lives of its own
volunteers, and in this way can be seen as a type of learning. Hopefully this paper allows us to consider the sig-
nificance and possibilities of volunteer activities in the Museum, where visitors can gain new perspectives and
values, and nurture themselves, by coming face to face with works of art.

(Translated by Barbara Cross)
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