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Report on Investigations of Japonism in the Czech Republic (Abstract)

Nishiyama Junko

The Chiba City Museum of Art has become renowned for its collecting and display of prints and printed
books from the Japanese pre-modern to modern era, hosting many planned exhibitions as well as exhibitions
from the Collection. Involved in these activities as I am, I have a real sense of the fascinating, dynamic influen-
tial relationship - a game of inspirational catch between artists of Japan and the West - brought about by the
disseminating power of Japanese prints. This movement is represented by Japonism, yet the influential relation-
ship was in no way one-directional. We see a phenomenon of reimportation whereby Japanese artists imitate
Western prints that were inspired by Japanese art, and it has long been my wish to examine this bi-directional
movement through the form of an exhibition. Japonism research has also expanded its focus in recent years, re-
vealing that it reached as far as the countries of Central Europe, Scandinavia and Russia, and was not just con-
fined to the West with France at its core. Our attention was drawn to this fact by the exhibition “Japonisme in
Czech Art” held at the National Gallery in Prague in 2014. Its organizer, Markéta Hanova, demonstrated with
abundant examples the diverse influence on visual art in the Czech Republic, focusing on the directions taken
by exhibitions and collectors of Japanese art there, and the publication of works related to Japan. Not just
prints; genres were wide-ranging and included craft and oil painting, design, sculpture, fashion, and architec-
ture. Many of the art-works were unknown in Japan and expressed in extremely novel ways, and so I had the
idea of holding the exhibition, reorganizing it for an audience in Japan with the addition of works by Jap-anese
artists. The Czech Republic boasts Emil Orlik (1870-1932), an artist from Prague of German descent, who vis-
ited Japan and produced Ukiyo-e-style woodblock prints. I consider it deeply sig-nificant that his activities, and
the method of expression in the autolithography and bookplates that Orlik brought to Japan, can be introduced
as examples of Japonism and its circulating influ-ence.

Our museum was fortunate enough to receive a research grant for this year from the Takaku Foundation to
pursue the theme “Research of East-West Exchange Found in Prints”. Thanks to this, it was possible to carry
out investigations of Japonism in the Czech Republic on two occa-sions. Through these investigations, I was
able to confirm many examples of Japonism, including by Orlik, as well as finding the traces of globe-trotters
who visited Japan in the Meiji period, the activities of Japanese art collectors and Ukiyo-e scholars. I also learnt
of the Czech Republic’s unique backdrop of a complex absorption of Japonism via France, Austria and Germa-
ny, and the renewed Japonaiserie during the 1920s. This paper is a report summarizing these investigations.

(Translated by Barbara Cross)
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