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Lecture: “1968: the end of Avant-garde, and Bi-Kyo-Tou:
from out of its ruins”

Hori Kosai

This lecture was given on October 6, 2018 by artist Hori Kosai (born 1947) to accompany the exhibition,
“1968: Art in the Turbulent Age”.

1968 was the year when modern age values were questioned worldwide, it and was a tumultuous year that
should be named the turning point in the 20th-century that saw frequent unrest break out in areas everywhere.
In Europe, all-out uprising and movements by workers and the masses, led by students, (events of May)
occurred in Paris, and in America, the anti-Vietnam War movement and the civil rights movement— that had
been continuing since the 1950s—rocked society. In Japan, too, fights broke out mainly among young people
aged from late teens to twenties at universities (and senior high schools), and the anti-Vietham War movement
etc. took effect. Under these conditions, on a cultural plane, extreme and eccentric directions began to take hold
and thrive, such as counter-culture and the underground.

In recent years, the cultural phenomenon that occurred at this time has been gathering attention in various
fields, and “1968” has become a fixed keyword in cultural history of in and outside Japan. “1968: Art in the
Turbulent Age” was planned and hosted as an attempt to look in retrospect at the art situation during this
fascinating era, chiefly through modern fine art.

Hori Kosai entered Tama Art University in 1967. He carried out various events while a student there. In
particular, his activities as president of the “Artists Joint-Struggle Council” (Bi-Kyo-Tou), an organization of
art students primarily from Tama Art University, are important, not at the point in time of 1968 introduced by
the exhibition planners, but, rather, when considering the directions of modern art in Japan after that.

Hori began by finding issue with the whole university system, raising objections to academic exhibitions
and modern art exhibitions sponsored by newspapers and other media of a sort unknown in other countries, and
also by conducting critical reexamination of “Avant-garde”-type art that was considered the forefront of
modernism. This he did by posing questions upon his own production of artworks as an individual artist and
single human being.

Hori was involved in exchange with the forerunners of his generation such as Avant-garde and
experimental screenwriters and those involved in theater. However, in this lecture, he said of his own
connection with the cultural situation of *68 (in Japan), “The art of the turbulent time of 1968 was not our art.
What it meant was we were trying to create the art of after that time”.

(Translated by Barbara Cross)
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