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[Introducing material] Letters Relating to Ishii Rinkyd (Transcrip-
tion and Commentary)

[Mllustration] Ishii Rinkyd “Karajishi (Chinese Lion) and Peony
Folding Screen”

Matsuo Tomoko

Ishii Rinkyo (1884-1930) was a Japanese-style painter born in Toke Hongd-cho of Yamabe District, Chiba
Prefecture (present-day Chiba City) who entered the art world at an early age at the end of the Meiji Period,
and was active into the early Showa Period. This paper transcribes letters, with some additional commentary,
and attempts to reveal more about Ishii Rinkyo from the end of Meiji to the beginning of the Showa Period. A
section of these letters from Ishii Rinkyo to Aihara Mokuho (Kantard) (Arai Ryokan collection) were
introduced in the exhibition “Ishii Rinkyd: Leading Nihonga Artist from Chiba, 135 Years since his Birth” held
November 23, 2018 through January 14, 2019, while letters from Yasuda Yukihiko to Ishii Rinkyo (Chiba City
Museum of Art collection Ishii Rinkyo-related material, donated by Mr. Ishii Jun) are introduced here for the
first time. Aihara Mokuho was third-generation master of Shuzenji “Yokikan Arai” opened in 1872, and was on
close terms with many artists. He had deep ties with Rinkyd among them, acting as his marriage mediator, etc.,
and continued to support him throughout his life. There were numerous letters from Rinky6 and invitations to
artist-patron meetings - even an announcement of Rinkyd’s sudden death - remaining in the possession of the
Arai Ryokan.

I also introduce Ishii Rinkyo’s “Karajishi (Chinese Lion) and Peony Folding Screen” (private collection;
in trust to CCMA) that was discovered after the forementioned exhibition. The artwork appeared once
following his death at an exhibition of his posthumous work in 1931, but has not been on public view since. It
was produced in 1925, from a request for something stimulating to raise funds for the repair of the damaged
temple of Myotokuji in Togane City, Chiba Prefecture, on behalf of chief priest Nikkei Syonin, alias Takeda
Kenryt. Rinkyd was in the process of moving to Chiba at that time, and it seems there were also things he told
the chief priest of the ideological reason behind his move. The lion and butterfly are painted with a generous
brush in an expression very reminiscent of Rinkyd’s work, and the peony is in beautiful transparent black ink
using much of the technique of dripping into wet ink. It is a pure scene painted in colors limited to red, white
and two types of gold, and is a valuable piece as one of the few extant folding screen paintings by Rinky®d that
are known.

(Translated by Barbara Cross)
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