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The implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which delineate it. Its
flower is pure and innocent, and gives the feeling of loneliness and silence after it is withered.
Chiba is where ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, the Chiba
City Museum of Art is located on a street made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond
(Hasu-ike) in ancient times. Siren has the same phonetic expression as Siren in Greek mythology
who lured mariners to their destruction. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention
to weave the beautiaes of both present and ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss
the arts which lure us like a Siren,

Chiba City Museum of Art
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Regarding Hishikawa Moronobu’s Genre Scenes of the
Sumida River and Ueno

Tanabe Masako

Among the paintings in the Chiba City Museum of Art is a pair of six panel screens (ink and
color on paper, each screen 106.8 X 241.2cm) depicting activities in and around the Sumida River
and in the district of Ueno. The screens are unsigned, but are highly valued as one of the few
screen paintings believed to be by Hishikawa Moronobu (d.1694). The style of the figures is quite
similar to that found in woodblock prints by the artist dated to around the Enpd or Tenna period
(1673-84), placing the screens among the earliest of those attributed to Moronobu.

The screens bear evidence of a large-scale restoration. A closer examination reveals that the
work was once larger, two panels having been lost from each screen. The four remaining panels
were then reconfigured somewhat unnaturally into six panels, with each screen being composed
of three panels portraying the Sumida River and three depicting activities in Ueno. The result is
the unusual composition one sees today.

A pair of screens in Freer Gallery of Art by Moronobu entitled Genre Scenes of the Sumida
River and Ueno have the same basic theme and composition, and thus can suggest what may be
missing in the screens at the Chiba City Museum of Art. However, while the Freer screens have
as their focal point the great temples of Senso-ji in Asakusa and Kanei-ji, our screens probably
never included a depiction of Sensd-ji. The main subject of the Chiba Museum screens is, rather,
the comparison of the activities that can be enjoyed in the two areas — pleasure boating on the
Sumida River and cherry blossom viewing at Ueno.

Of particular importance is the inclusion of the Umewaka-zuka in the upper part of the
depiction of the Sumida River. Located in the vicinity of the river, Umewaka-zuka is featured in
the Noh chant “Sumida River” and was one of the very few famous sites located in Edo that was
known even in Kyoto and as far back as medieval times. It was, moreover, the sole place about
which the newly established town of Edo, with its scarcity of famous ancient sites, could boast
to Kyoto, a city with a wealth of historic spots. A depiction of Umewaka-zuka is found also in
the screen entitled Scenes of Amusements in Famous Places Of Edo (Hosomi Museum), which is
dated to the first half of the seventeenth century on the basis on the depiction of the scenery.
Okano Tomoko points to the presence of this site in the painting as evidence that the work was
produced in Edo. The deliberate inclusion of a place that would appeal to the people of Kyoto,
represented here by the depiction of Umewaka-zuka, can be seen in our screens as well.

The Umewaka-zuka does not appear in the Freer screens, which, judging from the style of the
painting, are thought to have been done in the Jokyo or Genroku era. One can infer that by that
time, Edo had established its own individual identity, and there was no longer such a strong need
to present the Sumida River in terms of a famous ancient site. While an awareness of traditional
famous places can be discerned in the Chiba Museum screens, more important by far in the
depiction of the Sumida River are the scenes of pleasure boats. It can be said, perhaps, that the
inventiveness of the approach seen here, which is quite appropriate for #kiyo-¢ and which brought
into being a new type of famous place painting of Edo, was directly related to the particular age
in which the screens were produced.

(Translated by Carol Morland)
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A Consideration of the Soga Shohaku’s A Gathering of
Daoist Immortals

[td Shiori

The pair of screens entitled A Gathering of Daoist Immovtals is one of the most famous of
Shohaku’s works and central to many people’s image of the artist. For all the times these painting
have been mentioned, however, attempts at a thorough investigation of this work are very rare.

First of all, the iconography of the otherworldly characters that constitute the subject of the
screens should be examined. It is difficult to identify certain figures, though the presence of eight
sennin brings to mind “The Eight Auspicious Immortals”, “The Eight Immortals Crossing the
Sea” and other lucky omen paintings from China. The established group of Eight Immortals
includes Zhongli Quan (Shorigon), Zhang Guolao, Han Xiangzi (Kanshoshi), Li Tieguai, Cao
Guojiu (Sorokukyt), Lu Dangbin, Lan Caihe (Ranzaika), and He Xiangu (Kasenko). One would
expect that Shohaku based A Gathering of Daoist Immortals on this group, but while there are
certainly eight Immortals in Shohaku’s painting, they are not the standard ones. It is not clear
whether or not the artist himself meant to make all the figures identifiable; at any rate,
Shohaku’s subject is the gathering of eight Immortals, regardless of whether or not they corre-
spond to those of the established group. It was his awareness of the Eight Immortals theme,
however, which probably led him to depict that number of sennin in his own work.

Second, it is worthwhile to consider the meaning of the subject. The theme represents one
category of traditional Chinese figure painting. Traditional Chinese figures were portrayed by
the artist as ideal types and were seen as such by viewers; for this reason, up until the early Edo
period, traditional Chinese-style interior wall paintings with figural themes were reserved
primarily for official rooms. Paintings of gatherings of Immortals indicated one’s dominion even
over ideal beings that lived completely apart from the world. To a certain extent, screens painted
with representations of the Immortals also implied power and status. In Shohaku’s time, the
status of traditional Chinese figure painting was generally declining, and the subject of Immortals
likewise became more suitable for less formal spaces. The theme appeared on textiles used in the
Gion Matsuri. A work that bears a particularly close relationship to the Shohaku screens is
Hosho-yama dokake and maekake for which Maruyama Okyo sketched the design around An’ei 2
(1773). If one does not consider the attributes given to the various figures portrayed on the
Hasha-yama dokake, their resemblance to the figures in A Gathering of Daoist Immovrtals is quite
strong. The Subject was most likely viewed as one that would bring good fortune. The towns-
people prayed for the prosperity of all their descendants at the Gion Matsuri, and thus it is
reasonable to conclude that during that time, the Immortals theme, which frequently appeared on
festival banners, was considered a type of lucky omen.

The third aspect of Shohaku that should be looked at closely concerns the general appraisal
of his painting as strange, even bizarre. This is a judgement, however, that is based primarily on
his works in carbon ink. The type of highly colored painting exemplified by the screens under
discussion is actually rare in his euvre. The subject of Immortals had appeared by the Muronachi
period, and the similarity in composition between works of this era and the screens indicates that
Shohaku used the earlier paintings as a model. There are two points that should be noted
concerning the “strangeness” of the forms in the painting: first, that the same shape is repeated
many times, and second, that the substance of which the forms are made seems to be undergoing
transformation. The sense of intoxication brought about by the repetition of form and the
bedazzlement resulting from the metamorphoses make for a profound unease. The extraordinar-
ily detailed drawing found in A Gathering of Daoist Immortals is an aspect not only of that work,
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but also of Shohaku’s @uwre as a whole. Shohaku has concentrated especially on the drawing of
the fingers and toes — that part of the human body most expressive of movement — and as a
result, the whole surface of the painting appears to vibrate. The brilliant colors are derived from
contemporaneous Chinese painting styles that came into Japan through Nagasaki, and the
intense yellows, blues, and reds that appear here and there in A Gathering of Daoist Immortals
are frequently seen in Nagasaki school bird and flower painting of the period. The colors in the
screens, set off by the detailed drawing in carbon ink, give an impression of relative freshness and
clarity. The presence of black ink as well as color is a special characteristic of indigo-dyed fabric,
and the fact that Shohaku’s family originally worked as a dyer in Kyoto gives credence to the
connection between this particular aspect of his work and textile production. At the time the
screens were done, the use of clear, brilliant colors was probably felt to be related to the
Chinese-style subject. The figures in A Gathering of Daoist Immortals are depicted as wild and
uncontrolled. Immortals were generally portrayed in traditional Chinese paintings as having
facial expressions and robes that identified them as objects of popular Daoist beliefs and which
marked them as being coarse and unrefined.

A Gathering of Daoist Immortals has played an important role in the formation of the concept
of Shohaku as an artist of the strange and fanciful. Consequently, the fact that his @uvre contains
relatively few works in color is quite surprising. However, Shohaku concentrated primarily on
ink paintings, and strangeness of style in these screens is not unrelated to tendencies found in
other works of the time. Even though 200 years have passed since Shohaku produced his
paintings, they still appear strange and fantastic to present-day admirers of his work. Is the
strangenessthat Shohaku’s intended, however, the same strangeness as that perceived by viewers
today? [ would like to move beyond common notions of Shohaku to reach an understanding of
what this “strangeness” really meant.

(Translated by Carel Merland)
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Introducing Suzuki Osamu’s Haru no Uo and Yamada T4 g;] i S B o 0
Hikaru's Pipe Extending Horizontally: Silver-glazed 4 %;ﬁ ‘ji;; i
e L7 Enmt &
arashina Hideya . hi KB

L, Ia e 2wl g

Lk @ U et S

This paper introduces two works in the collection of the Chiba City Museum of Art: Haru no g ; i I E 1’1 g
Uo (1988) by Suzuki Osamu (b.1923) and Pipe Extending Horizontally: Silver-glazed (1995) by ol (S |33 I)J;é 32 Fy[c] Ji
Yamada Hikaru (b.1923). no X R~
In 1948, Suzuki and Yamada, along with Yagi Kazuo (1918-79) and others, organized the * ff: g _ :5 i
SODEI-Sya, a ground-breaking group in the field of contemporary ceramics of post-World War % ;_ﬂ% Em jt % J—L
11 Japan. Even after Yagi’s death, Suzuki and Yamada continued to be active as key artists in AR :3 f‘E % %
the group, but they took the occasion of the 50th anniversity of the group’s founding in 1998 to 3?1’ iJ)Z i 5= 7
disband the SODEI-Sya. = & W =N =
The works produced by Suzuki and Yamada do not consist of vessels such as tea bowls made L}:\ % [)ﬂli f_: JIL T

for the tea ceremony but, like contemporary sculpture, are a pure expression of the artist’s
conception of plastic form. (Suzuki himself called one of these works Dei-syo).

Suzuki’s Haru no Uo uses fish as a motif. Works from the mid-1950s and later are based on
cube-shaped and right-angled parallelepiped-shaped units. His method of construction is derived
from two aspects of Suzuki’s artistry — his sense of plastic form and his ceramic technique.
Pieces like this one that employ the fish motif appear in his oexvre from the latter part of the
1960s on: all are constructed of right-angled parallelepipeds. In recent years, he has produced a
series of works with the theme of “a single tree”, a group of pieces remarkable for their
extremely restrained expression. In terms of the development of Suzuki’s work, Hae no Uo can
be seen as the predecessor of this recent group.

In contrast to Suzuki, Yamada produces pieces that are like line drawings of geometrical
constructions brought into actual space. The intention is to create a play between the work itself
and the surrounding space, something that is evident in pieces from the 1960s onward. One can
see a clear development of plastic form in Yamada’s work. His first pieces were produced by
placing different surfaces in conjunction with each other; he went on in the 1980s to create works
consisting of one autonomous surface, and then in the first half of the 1990s, he made pipe-shaped
objects which stretched out into space like a single line. Pipe Extending Horizontally; Silver-glezed

is a representative work of this latest period.
(Translated by Carol Morland)
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