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The implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which dclincate it. Its
flower is pure and innocent, and gives the feeling of loneliness and silence after it is withered
Chiba is where ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, the Chiba Ctiy
Museum of Art is located on a strcet made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond
(Hasu-ike) in ancient times. Siren has the same phonetic cxpression as Siren in Greek mythology
who lured mariners to their destruction. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention

to weave the beautiaes of both present and ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss the
arts which lure us likc a Siren

Chiba City Museum of Art
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The Business of Selling Prints: Nakajima Jutard ! ;4; ,g éﬁ ? @ ¥
shi ! tati |
Nishiyama Junko Y LRty 4
~ AR
This essay traces the activities of one man in the print business. Nakajima Jutard (1887-1974) T - =
Nakajima is best known as the leader of the Sosaku-Hanga Club (Creative Print Association) that put '!,E il < K
out the famous Shin Tokyo Hyakkei (One Hundred Views of New Tokyo), a st of prints to which dif- I {F.i :<E
ferent artists contributed. Although his legacy included a number of other important publications, :3 “ N
inctuding the Hanga CLUB (Primt Club) magazine and the print collection Kitsutsuki (Woodpecker). his i
achicvements have not been properly recognized. Given the fack of basic rescarch in the ficld of mod-
ern prints — the gathering of information on publishers. publication designs. printing. prices. and the i

like = I came 1o belicve that looking “"behind-the-scenes” would yield useful results. For this reason, |

have chosen the career of Nakajima Jitad as my subject of study. i ;ﬁ ?‘E :%F
Nakajima was born on September 27, 1887 in Osaka. By the end of the Meiji period he had devel- A ’ 9
oped a deep interest in woodblock prints, and when, in carly Taishd he started working at a bank, he R;i w w
also established the print shop Seikado. He began his print-sclling business with the publication of e
Tokyo Jinikei (Twelve Views of Tokyo) by Ishii Hakutei. Hakutei not only collaborated with Nakajima
in bringing high-quality works of art to public attention. but also introduced him to the world of sosaku- #
hanga, creative prints based on the idea of the artist’s “own design. own carving, own printing”. Around f?‘_: 1:
1916 Nakajima moved to Tokyo. setiling down in Yoyogi San’ya. Here he conducted his print business. i §‘§
before suffering extensive war damage. g
Nakajima opened his shop under the new name of Nihon Fiikei Hangakai in January of 1917. As one o~
would expect from the name. the first publication was the beautiful Nihon Fiakei Hanga (Scenes of g 8 G
Japan). a series done by a group of artists led by Ishii Hakutei. While this project was underway:, % iﬂ’ ! ”)
Naka|ima met Hakutei's younger brother Ishii Tsuruzd. Tsuruzo had an important influence on % % ;i i
Nakajima. guiding him towards the idea of promoting sasaku-hanga and possibly introducing him to the £ P
artist known as the "father of sosaku-hanga". Yamamoto Kanae, and the members of the Takujo-sha. §
Up until this time. Nakajima had followed the artists’ lead in deciding what and how to print their w ;/i ;f
designs. and was thus somewhat difterent from a true publisher, His role as a genuine promoter of ;f :}f'; ;,ft
sosaku-hanga dated from the end of the 1920s ! K K
Nakajima started the Sosaku-hanga Club in January of 1929. The five short years thal he acted as n F}S w
head of the association were the happiest of his life. He put out a variety of woodblock prints by up- i H
and-coming artists, beginning with the eight members of the Takujé-sha who undertook the Shin Tokyo (3 Q‘ +_f
Hyakkei series — Onchi Koshing. Kawakami Sumio, Hiratsuka Un'ichi, Fukazawa Sakuichi. Fujimori ’ F:Z 'pg
Shizuo, Henmi Takashi. and Maekawa Senpan. Also at this time he became an important member of * ’
what was known as the " Yoyogi Group”. While working behind the scenes to see prints into production, BN o
Nakajima played a number of different roles as publisher of sdsaku-hanga, including that of shrewd cdi- CE) % i?é g!)l Z] i
tor, skilled publisher of avant-garde scene prints. enabler for new projects. discoverer of new print ‘l, . Ca
artists, and promoter supervising the teaching of printing; he also collected sasaku-hanga himself. From ;,'; .
the middic of the 1930s. however. his activities began to decline. The intensification of the war meant fv} g
that he was obliged te produce prints cheaply. and the prints he did publish were imbued with the patri- é{i % % M OR
otic mood of wartime. Even then the prints did not sell. and he was finally forced to close his business Mg “r ?C ‘%- {’f
In May of 1945, Nakajima's house suffered severe damage from the war, and atl his prints and the wood w Eég ﬁ_ér B 9
blocks used for printing were burned: he had lived through the shock of Japan's defeat only to have his ?,{f o A%
entire printing business destroyed. Even though he held onto his dream of producing new prints, it & [;g %
proved impossible, and consequently he was forgotten in the print and publishing world. One wonders ﬁ % ‘i
what sort of original, daring. and interest-filled works we might have now if times had been different '}ii hy
Nakajima passed away on August 9, 1974 at the age of 87. From the end of the war until his death, he g ]
was prey to numerous illnesses. and while he enthusiastically pursued such activitics as writing haiku X i/}
and collecting stamps, he went about his daily life in an abstracted, dazed way ‘T’ 3;_(
No other publisher of prints living in Nakajima's time equaled him in terms of the quantity or quality ; gi%
|

of his work. His discovery of new artists and his choice of themes that vividly reflect the age also make

him an extremely valuable figure. My plans for further rescarch include looking at whether works
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W ﬂl\ n o o T L K & /AN B ¢ h;: LI: A opposed 1o those in which the designs were printed by others. [ believe that such topics will serve to further illumi-
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Symposium "Shichibutsu Yakushi and Myoken Bosatsu
—Mysteries Surrounding the Rise of the Chiba Clan"

On November 3. 1999, a symposium entitled "Shichibutsu Yakushi and Myoken Bosatsu—
Mysteries Surrounding the Rise of the Chiba Clan™ was held in conjunction with the fall exhibition
“Gods and Buddhas of Bosd" at the Chiba City Muscum of Art. The three panclists were Hayashi On
(Agency for Cultural Affairs), Tsuda Tetsuei (Tokyo National Culwral Properties Research Institute),
and Marui Keiji (Chiba City Muscum): Hamana Tokujun (Shibayama Kannonkyo-ji) oversaw the plan-
ning of the exhibition and chaired the pancl.

Taking as its theme the worship of MyGken Bosatsu by the powerful Chiba clan. rulers of Boso in
the Kamakura and Muromachi periods. the symposium focused on the possible connection between
Myoken beliel and the statue traditionally identified as Shichibutsu Yakushi belonging to Toko-in in
Chiba city—the major image in the exhibition. In his paper opening the symposium, Mr. Hayashi
explained that Mydken belief was based on the deification of a certain group of stars, and that the
Japanese version consisted of a complex mix of native traclitions and Indian beliefs with Chinese star
worship. He used slides 10 show the various types of Myoken images in Japan which reflect these dis-
parate sources ol inlluence,

Mr. Tsuda conjectured that the Mydken statue depicted in the tales of Mydken belonging to the
Chiba clan likely came into being during the latter part of the Kamakura period and was based on the
Chinese Daoist god Zhenwu. In the late Kamakura. a dispute arose between two branches of the Chiba
family. one living in KyTishi and the other in Shimofusa, over which was the legitimate heir to the fiel-
dom, It was as a way ol asserting their claim that the Shimofusit branch established a new image of
Mydken. Myoken beliel practiced by the Chiba clan before that time is somewhat problematic. due to
the lack of images of the bosatsu in Chiba prefecture made before the fatter part ol the Kamakura peri-
od. However. virious stories connect the Chiba clan to Toko-in's Shichibutsu Yakushi (dating to the
mid-Heian period). raising the strong possibility that this statue was the main Buddhist image (honjibut-
su) on which the clan’s worship of Myoken was focused

Mr. Marui had a different theory. Taking note of the fact that the genealogical chart of the Chiba
family. a document handed down only in the KyTsht branch. is consistent with information in the
Gempei 10soroku. where the Chiba Myoken tales first appear. he surmised that the tales date to hetore
the transport of the gencalogical chart 1o KyTishi. He concluded that the statue was made in Yoritane’s
time to strengthen the sovercignty of the Chiba clan, which had been severely shaken by the destruction
of the Kazusa branch of the family in the Hoji war.

The second half of the symposium was given over o questions and answers. In response to prob-
lems raised by Mr. Hamana, the three panelists discussed various issues. These inctuded an examination
of the basic character of Shichibutsu Yakushi as a budidhii the question of whether the image in the
T_k_-in is indeed Shichibutsu Yakushi: whether the true Buddha manitestation (honjibutsu) ol Myoken
is Shichibutsu Yakushi or Jaichi-men Kannon: the determination of the date the Gempei 10s0roku was
written: the problem of the honjibutsu changing. and the proper interpretation of the image of Mydken
at Myoko-ji in Takomachi, a work somewhat different in form trom the Chiba Myaken.

At the end of the symposium. the coordinator added his impressions. He thought. for example. that
Mydken belief itself needed further investigation and discussion: that while a good argument could be
made for the Toko-in image heing Shichibutsu Yakushi. the relationship of that image with the Taira
family of both Shimofusa and Kazusa was a separate problem, and that more importance should be
given to the statue of MyGken in the Myoko-ji.

(Translated by Carol Morland)
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Symposium: "Rediscovering Takamatsu Jiro"

Panelists: Nakahara Yusuke
Minemura Toshiaki
Tatehata Akira

Chair:  Warashina Hideya

Date: Tune 24, 2000
Chiba City Museum of Art

This symposium was held in conjunction with the exhibition "Takamatsu Jirh: Three-dimensional
Works of the 1970s” at Chiba City Muscum of Art. The exhibition featured Compound. a series pro-
duced during the 1970s by the important post-war Japanese artist Takamatsu Jird (1936-98). In display-
ing these works. the exhibition sought to determine the influence Takamatsu has had on three-dimen-
sional art in Japan since the 1970s.

The three panclists. art critics Nakahara Yusuke. Minemura Toshiaki. and Tatehata Akira. had all
crossed paths with Takamatsu in the world of art exhibitions and art criticism. and in examining
Takamatsu's three-dimensional works of the 1970s, the symposium discussed the artist's ocuvre as a
whole. His art can be divided into four parts: Ten ["Poim”} and Sen ["Line”| dating from the 1950s
through the first halt” of the [960s; paintings and three-dimensional works on the themes Kage
["Shadow" | and Enkinho |"Perspective” | autonomous. three-dimensional works in metal from the
1970s (these can be compared to the "primary structures” being done in Europe and America at the
same time), and paintings from the 1980s on. Within this body of work. the three-dimensional construc-
tions of the 1970s have been the least examined.

Nakahara. who knew Takamatsu best. pointed out evidence of anti-constructivism in the artist's
three-dimensional works of the 1970s. Tatchata was of the opinion that when Takamatsu's work is
viewed as a whole, it is clear that he deliberately distanced himsel!” from Expressionism. [n response o
Nakahara, Tatchata stated that one must recognize constructionist aspects in Takamatsu’s work, The
opinions of these two critics were not completely opposed. however. Tatehata believed that
Takamatsu's works arc different from Minimalist and Conceptualist art as understood and practiced in
Europe and the United States. and both critics agreed that while Takamatsu's ocuvre may be construe-
tionist in character. it stands apart from the type of Constructivism that was established in the 20th cen-
wry. Minemura continued the discussion saying that he believed Takamatsu to be an artist who was
aware of ontofogical questions. a rare phenomenon in the history of Japanese art. Takamatsu's thought
contained similaritics to Leibniz's idea of the "monade”. which differed from the theory of duality of
Descartes.

The symposium dealt only with Takamatsu as an individual and did not include the activities of Hi-
red Center. a group he formed in the 1960s with Akasegawa Genpei (b, 1937) and Nakanishi Natsuyuki
(b. 1935).

(Iranslated by Carol Morland)





