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The implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which delineate it. Its
flower is pure and innocent, and gives the feeling of loneliness and silence after it is withered.
Chiba is where ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, the Chiba City
Museum of Art is located on a street made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond
(Hasu-ike) in ancient times. Siren has the same phonetic expression as Siren in Greek mythology
who lured mariners to their destruction. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention
to weave the beautiaes of both present and ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss the
arts which lure us like a Siren.

Chiba City Museum of Art
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An Osaka Print Collector and his Circle

Roger S. Keyes

Iganoya Kurimi, an Osaka kyodka poet, collected verse surimono at print exchanges in Edo and
from friends in Osaka between 1821 and 1830. He mounted these prints, 172 of them, in two
albums. The collection is still intact. The albums were given to a young American geologist in
1863 as a farewell present—he had been working for the shogun’s government—by a grateful
Japanese student. A relative presented one album to the Rhode Island School of Design Museum
of Art in the 1950s. The other was recently acquired by the Chiba City Museum of Art.

When Kurimi began collecting he did not anticipate that an important new school of kydka
surimono was about to develop in Osaka led by a friend, the elderly poet Tsurunoya, and Tani
Seikd, a supremely gifted blockcutter and printer. By the end of the decade, however, he owned
nearly half of the kybka surimono produced in Osaka. His collection gives us a rare and privileged
glimpse into a world that includes painters, amateur musicians, geisha, merchants, actors, and
visiting artists, as well as poets.

The Osaka poets were eclectic in their visual tastes, so they commissioned prints from artists
who worked in different styles, not just ukiyo-e. Several were accomplished amateur artists and
designed prints themselves; one even turned his hand quite successfully to cutting and printing.

The abundance of Edo surimono in the collection shows us how much physical movement there
was back and forth between Edo and Osaka during the 1820s, and how the economic
arrangements for producing surimono differed in each city. Generally, individual poets bore the
cost in Edo; Tsurunoya seems to have been a patron.

When Kurimi finally mounted his collection into albums, he placed the prints quite deliberately
and carefully to create an interesting and dramatic narrative. Much of his narrative is lost because
the album that contained nearly all the Osaka prints was unfortunately disbound without record,
but we can still follow what remains and appreciate his sensibility and guiding intelligence.

Kurimi knew many of the people who made and exchanged the surimono in his collection.
Assembling the albums gave him occasion to remember them. He also knew, in retrospect, that he
had been part of an important creative development. The prints he collected preserve the legacy
of the poets, artists and makers who created them.
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The Production and Distribution of the Illustrated Books
and Prints of the Hishikawa School

Asano Shugo

A considerable number of different editions (ihan) and impressions (betsu-in) exist among the
woodblock prints and books of Hishikawa Moronobu (d. 1694): their production and distribution
is not straightforward.

The illustrated books (ehon) published by the Urokogataya and carrying a date of before the fifth
month of 1682 (Tenna 2) are nearly all re-cut (saikoku) editions. This means that the blocks of
Moronobuis work owned by the Urokogataya were presumably largely destroyed by fire
sometime after the fifth month of 1682 and from 1683 (Tenna 3) onwards the publisher gradually
released re-cut editions of the books. The loss of the blocks corresponds to the period from the
fifth month of 1682 to the third month of 1683 (Tenna 3) and quite possibly the 28th day of the
twelfth month of 1682, the day of the so-called ‘Oshichi Fires’ (Oshichi kaji)-a fact that has already
been pointed out by Satd Satoru. However, it would not have been necessary for the Urokogataya
to have the blocks re-cut for all the books lost in the fire, and it is thought that he would not have
done so without good reason. For example, the Makura-e kumimono A (‘A Set of “Pillow [Erotic]
Pictures” A", included in the ‘Hishikawa Moronobu hanga sakuhin mokuroku’ (A List of Works by
Hishikawa Moronobuaz) in the illustrated catalogue of the Hishikawa Moronobu exhibition, are
likewise a re-cut edition. These kumimono (literally, ‘bound thing’, a reference to single-sheets
issued in sets to be mounted to order as albums or handscrolls) are decorated with arabesque
designs in each corner. They are thought to have been sold over an extended period, and as such,
it is believed that they were probably published by either the Urokogataya or Kashiwaya Yoichi.

As pointed out by Satd Satoru, the Kashiwaya ceased its publishing activities sometime around the
Jokyo era (1684-88), and it is supposed that the Kashiwaya transferred all its blocks as well as
copyright to the Urokogataya. Apart from the few surviving books of erotica (makura ehon) from
the Enpo era (1673-81), the Yokei-tsukuri niwa no zu and Tukinami no asobi-which were issued by
the Urokogataya in 1691 (Genroku 4)-are not reprints (sai-in) of Kashiwaya works. Judging from
the fact that these are re-cuts, it can be conjectured that the publisher also lost these works in the
1682 conflagration. By contrast, the blocks owned by the Tsuruya, Matsue, Hontonya and
Yamagataya appear not to have been destroyed in the fire.

As evidenced by the illustrated books, contact between the Yamagataya and Moronobu lasted for
just over a year, from the first month of 1682 to the first month of 1683. In the first month of 1684
(Tenna 4), the Yamagataya published the two illustrated books by Sugimura Jihei (act. c. 1681-98):
the Ukiyo fukusa-e and Yamato firyi e-kagami. Whether the publication of these works was the
reason behind Moronobuis subsequent and apparent break with the Yamagataya is difficult to
know. No doubt the most important product of the Yamatagataya/Moronobu relationship was the
publication of two kumimono sets.

The Yakusha shogei e-kagami, an illustrated book by an artist of the Hishikawa school, is
important in the discussion of the activity of the Hishikawa school following Moronobu'’s death.
But it can be conjectured that this work was not initially intended as an illustrated book and that
the small-format blocks (240 x 140 mm) were appropriated to the production of a two-volume
work. Numerous small-sized prints (should we refer to them as ko-hosoban?) were published from
the Hoei (1704-11) to Shotoku (1711-16) eras. It is surprising that only one version of the fifty
designs known today has been recognised as identical to the sumizuri-e (uncoloured woodblock
prints in sumi ink) introduced earlier. Perhaps it is necessary for us to re-evaluate the underlying
conditions surrounding the publication of woodblock prints in Edo during this time.

(Translated by Amy Reigle Newland)
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