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The Implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which delineate it. Its flower
is pure and innocent, and gives the feeling of loneliness and silence after it is withered. Chiba is where
ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, the Chiba City Museum of Art
is located on a street made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond(Hasu-ike) in ancient ttimes.
Sienhas same phonetic expression as Siren in Greek mythology who lured mariners to their
destructtion. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention to weave the beautiaes of both

present and ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss the arts which lure us like a siren

Chiba City Museum of Art
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#£ s 2BV boT@H Do v o & E Suzuki Harunobu and the Popularity of Wholesome Beauties
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KNIz v o B & & h 8 2@ =L ¢ B i Tanabe Masako
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i A o ) o oE Kk owm % % M o K ffi g ; ° During the latter part of his career. from Meiwa 5 to his death in Meiwa 7. Suzuki Harunobu
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B 2z » X mE 9L D= i s 8
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TR HECTH DO kT b - X Lél § N S: f‘;Js‘ determining when the works were produced. Investigated here is the relationship between Harunobu’s
SR F O I /S F G O Hp: A % e works and the boom during the Meiwa era in the popularity of these young bourgeois beauties.
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Publishers of the Prints of Suzuki Harunobu

Asano Shugo

1. Harimaya Shinshichi

It has only recently come to light that the publisher’s seal > is the trademark of publisher Harimaya
Shinshichi. The seal appears together with the notation **Harimaya Shinshichi, publisher” on Katsukawa
Shunshd’s Eto Ryogokubashi Nihon musd no nigiwai yitsuzumi no fitkei (nishiki-e, or brocade, print of
double dban size). though this is the only known work on which both are present. According to the
Haiyii-kei, Harimaya's address was Honshirogane-cho 3-chome. The publisher was active from the
latter part of the Horeki era (1751-64) to the Bunka era (1804-18). Works by Harunobu include many
examples first of benizuri-e (color print with safflower red) in hosoban size and mizu-e (color print
using only washes of color) in hosoban size, and then of nishiki-e in hashira-e ban size. The hashira-
e ban nishiki-e published by Harimaya and bearing a publisher’s seal omitted the wrappers, probably
in order to lower the selling price. The Harimaya Shinshichi seal has recently been identified im-
pressed in crimson on the lower part of Harunobu's Firvii yatsushi nana-komachi kayoi (hosoban
benizuri-e). This print differs significantly from other extant examples not only in the brightness of
the color. but also in the block used to print the purplish-blue of the courtesan’s kosode. Most likely
the work represents a third printing, one done later than the unsigned works that do not bear a publisher’s
seal. It is unclear whether the first and second printings of the Fiirvit yatsushi nana-komachi series
were also done by Harimaya. One can imagine, however, that at some point, Harimaya. having
obtained the printing blocks, had the seal carved into the block’s surface, and put a stop to selling the
prints in wrappers. Perhaps for some reason, the block used for printing purplish-blue was re-carved
at that time.

2. Nishimuraya Yohachi

The connection of Harunobu's chitban nishiki-e series entitled Fitryit goshiki zumi to the colors
(goshiki zioni) used in perspective pictures (uki-e¢) suggests that the publisher of the series was
Nishimuraya Yohachi. “Semimaru”, one of the prints by Harunobu in his Hyakunin isshu series.
includes two characters inscribed on a bamboo hat hanging in a shop window. The characters can be
read as “Nishi-yo™. pointing to Nishimuraya Yohachi as the publisher of this print series. On the
seventeenth print in the series Farvii enshoku Mane-emon, believed to have been published in Meiwa
7 (1770), is a marginal note that reads: “The Eijudd recommends that it be done this way...”” The
Eijudo was a name used by Nishimuraya Yohachi, and from this and other evidence. it has long been
believed that the publisher was Nishimuraya. At present, only the chiban nishiki-e are thought to
indicate a connection between Harunobu and Nishi-yo, but a check of the small size prints suggests
that the artist and publisher were on very friendly terms in Harunobu's later years.

3. Yamashiroya

The publisher Yamashiroya of Bakuro-cho -chome used the shop name Shokakudo. No connec-
tion has been found between this publisher and any of Harunobu’s benizuri-e. but there is some in-
triguing evidence. The inscribed characters “Shokakudd™ and a square relief seal reading *Yokoyama-
chd, publisher — ya™ appear on the wrapper for Zashiki hakkei in the collection of the Hiraki Ukiyo-e
Foundation. The first would correspond to the shop name Shokakudo, and while Bakuro-chd 1-chome
and Yokoyama-cho arc separate addresses, they are located next to each other. For now, I would like

to only suggest the possibility that Yamashiroya of Bakuro-cho !-chome moved to Yokoyama-cho and
took over publication of the eight leaves of Zashiki hakkei from Kyosen

4. Sanukiya Tobei

Sanukiya Tobei is the publisher that appears on the back of the nishiki-e wrapper in the collection
of MOA Museum of Art, on the front of which is written “Shinpan [“New Printing”] fiiryit shiki no
hana™. Faryi shiki no hana mixes together four leaves of three different types. Itis likely that either
these four prints representing three separate types were gathered together and sold as one series. or
that a new print appropriate to the summer season, Yokugo ensaki bijin, was added to an existing
group of three prints of two differenttypes to create a new series. It is also possible that Sanukiya had
a stock of prints done by Shokakudd and others (or alternatively, Sanukiya borrowed the blocks and
printed them), and the publisher then put them together in an original way to produce the Shinpan fi
ryit shiki no hana.

(Translated by Carol Morland)
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The Possibility of Contemporary Sacred Art

Handa Shigeo

Since the Meiji Restoration. religious art in the traditional sense has been increasingly viewed as
non-essential and has garnered little awareness or appreciation. Recently, however, works that em-
ploy elements of what was formerly considered religious art have begun to attract attention. Reli-
gious art is distinguished by the dramatic presentation of a central icon/figure through a process in
which the worshipper is led through a carefully designed space, a process in which time is also an
important element. In most cases, religious art develops in the experience of this space — or, one
could say, it lies in the coming into being of the site.

At a time when religious art was losing its authority in America, post-war artists such as the
abstract expressionists Barnett Newman and Mark Rothko created in their multiple, large-scale paint-
ings a space evocative of the sacred. Likewise, Ad Reinhardt has produced works whose subtle
modulations of color require discernment — meaning time enough to fully appreciate the delicate
changes in tone. These synthetic artistic presentations involve an anticipated space in which arise
questions of how the passage of time through this space achieves a sense of tension and the psycho-
logical cathartic effect of viewing the works. A concern with these issues has become a striking trend
in contemporary Japanese art. The oil paintings of Murakami Tomoharu follow Reinhardt in the way
in which their expressive power is carried by an all-black surface. One of Murakami’s works on paper
entitled Jitroshii [?7] features a faint, barely discernable design on a white ground. Time in which to
fully perceive this work becomes a major factor in its realization. This is a type of perception in which
new discoveries are brought to light

Why, however, would perception have a cathartic effect? What we are talking about here is not
perception itself; rather, the secret lies in the introspective interval, the blank time that accompanies
the act of perceiving. When, with heightened sensitivity, one concentrates only on one’s perceptions,
one enters a state in which the mind, or spirit, is crystal clear. This process can be seen in the work
Namenlos/Licht by Naito Rei. There are also artists such as Watanabe Yoshiaki who present time as a
phenomenon of immediacy.

These works are located according to higan. site, and time —all of which involve primordial sen-
sations. Looking again at Abstract Expressionism, one finds in the works of the later Minimalist D.
Flavin issues of perception and site treated in terms of light. This theme was taken up afterwards by
artists such as Irwin and Turrell. Here, too, one can identify the creation of a special site

The relationship between religion, in the general sense. and site brings to mind Newman'’s series
on the Stations of the Cross, but for the contemporary Japanese artist, making a connection between
the two requires deliberate effort. Art and religion. which enjoyed a symbiotic relationship at least
until the beginning of the modern period, were at one time cstranged in Japanese Modernism. How-
ever, in works such as Appropriate Proportion (2002) by Sugimoto Hiroshi, in which the rebuilding
of the Go'o Shrine in Naoshima provided the occasion for creating a work of art, one sees the type of
religious space that has long been avoided effectively brought into the public arena. One element of
Sugimoto’s space is the transformation of a natural beam of light.

Even if in contemporary art there is a connection to religion, or religious belief is promoted, there
is little direct effect on the essence of the work. Though they may not serve a specific religion, the
works discussed here have the ability to revive the function of religious space and, along with this, to
validate a common feeling. (Translated by Carol Morland)
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