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The Implication of “Siren”

The lotus has been the theme of painting, and there many master works which delineate it. Its flower
is purc and innocent, and gives the feeling of loncliness and silence after it is withered. Chiba is where
ancient lotus was discovered and its life was reinstated. Coincidentally, thc Chiba City Museum of Art
is located on a street made by reclaiming the lotus field called Lotus Pond(Hasu-ike) in ancient times.
Siren has same phonetic expression as Sircn in Greek mythology who lured mariners to their destruc-
tion. The name of the bulletin was decided with the intention to weave the beauties of both present and

ancient times as if harvesting the lotus and to discuss thc arts which lure us like a siren.

Chiba City Museum of Art
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Dan Graham’s Three Linked Cubes/Interior Design for
Space Showing Video:
In the Transition from “Intervention” to “Intermediation”

Mizunuma Hirokazu

Three Linked Cubes/Interior Design for Space Showing Video (1986) stands as an important work
marking the midpoint of the 40-ycar career of Dan Graham (b. 1944). This work provides a concen-
trated view of many of the diverse elements used by Graham in his career begun in 1965, from his
interest in media scen in his carly Magazine Works, his various uses of video equipment, his rear-
rangement of architectural conventions, and his Pavilion made of glass and two-way mirror. In addi-
tion, this work can also be seen as a very early example of his clcarly functional Pavifion, indeed as
the original form of the educational tool for children found as a development in his recent works.

There was a strict division between art (painting and sculpture) and design during the 1960s when
America was experiencing the impact of Clement Greenberg’s theories. Then in the 1980s a move-
ment began to reconsider the function and role of art, and others of Graham'’s gencration, such as
Donald Judd who created furniture, turned to the creation of functional works, such as furnishings,
everyday use items and architectural elements. However, Three Linked Cubes differs from the works
of other artists who simply used their own distinctive visual forms in the creation of tables or chairs or
other daily usc items, in that it is extremely multi-functional in nature.

The functions of this work can be basically grouped into the following three catcgorics. First, there
is the work’s aspect as a aesthetic object. This work combines the simple, formal beauty of Minimal
art with the optical beauty obtainced by the multiple reflections of the vidco monitor light on two-way
mirrors. The second aspect of the work is its role as a functional tool, which, when added to the
tunction of a video booth (Interior Design for Space Showing Video), has the function of a new type
of communication tool creating a new social relationship process. Third, and most importantly, this
work is a tool for the operation of the contexts on art and other cultural systems. He used an interven-
tion method to deconstruct the systems of art, the mass media, and architectural customs, and made
radical works and projects utilizing video equipment from the late 1970s to the early 1980s.

Though the works exert an important effect on Three Linked Cubes, Graham’s own interest in the
intervention in cultural systems and customs quickly retreats after Three Linked Cubes. Premonition
of this shift can be found in this work in the fact that there is no clear indication regarding thc contents
of each of the separatc video monitors, and the point of the work becomes solely the video display
format. Immediately following Three Linked Cubes, Graham changed his strategy for operating con-
texts from intervention to the intermediation between difterent contexts.

Later Graham fused his video booth with his investigation of a pavilion for children, and this
heightened the educational tool aspect of his work using the intermediation strategy. This result was
fully realized in his Warerloo Sunset put on permanent display in 2003 during the renovation of the
Hayward Gallery, London. (Translated by Martha McClintock)
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A study on museum activities in collaboration with schools

Yamane Kana

This article discusses the museum’s outreach activities, providing a report on two programs con-
ducted in collaboration with schools.

1. “Project to Enhance the Visual Appreciation Curriculum of Elementary School and
Middle School Children” provided these children with a first step into a museum setting.

This outreach program combined the use of the museum’s free bus and a viewing program. The
program focused on children from city schools located some distance from the museum, giving them
a first art museum experience. The program was arranged so that the schools would not hesitate to
apply and could easily participate. Efforts were made so that the program’s goals of providing basic
and essential art appreciation experience could be met effectively in spite of such problems as dis-
tance from thc muscum or busy schedules.

2. Curriculum Connections

The school’s primary stance of “utilizing the art museum” as part of their curriculum was their
primary motive for working in conjunction with this museum activity. A deeper and more lasting
effect from the program’s work was sought within their continuing standard curriculum framework,
rather than viewing the project as a single, short term event. Reflecting the school’s reception of the
clements outlined in section 1, it was recognized that a flexible program was essential, one that both
reflected on the mission of the art museum, and one that provided a multi-dimensional approach to
the muscum. The key was to create an cffective approach to the gencralization of the connection
element as part of the gradual growth of interest and participation by the more than 170 elementary
and middle schools in Chiba City. Hence a research group was formed within the Chiba City’s Educa-
tion and Research Group during this fiscal year.

In general, the important fact in such outreach programs is to make the approach simple, broad,
and easily received by each target. At the same time, for those responding to this outreach, a process
must be prepared to facilitate their next step into the program. As shown in this paper, the chain of
experiences anticipated in section 1, namely the creation of a desire to make their experience of the
outreach activity such that they wanted to visit the museum a second time, was facilitated by museum
volunteers, a core museum user group, linking the visitors to the museum. The creation of this frame-
work required the establishment of an environment where visitors could be drawn more effectively
into the main museum activities. As scen in the usc of “in collaboration™ as opposed to “support”, this
outreach program was not provided simply as a support of existing school programs, but rather, was
based on the joint effort of museum and schools working together to allow the museum to contribute
through the schools to the future flourishing of society. (Translated by Martha McClintock)
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