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Introducing works from the Collection: Sketchbooks of Maekawa Senpan
(Abstract)

Nishiyama Junko

Mackawa Senpan (1888-1960) is known as a leading Sosaku hanga (“creative print”) artist of modern-period
Japan. Although he first found success as a Manga artist, he worked in parallel on woodblock prints. From around
1935 he turned to woodblock prints, and received high acclaim for his serene and at the same time, humorous
creations. The Chiba City Museum of Art has 30 sketchbooks used by Senpan from the end of the Taisho Era
(1912-1926) into the post-war period in its collection. This paper introduces them through a summary, and aims
to shed light on related works and to reveal an image of the artist.

This paper begins by putting together basic data about the 30 sketchbooks in table format (period, technique,
summary, related works). It next gives a short description of the content of each sketchbook, introduces important
illustrations, and quotes accompanying notes that show his attitude as an artist. As a result, various events — in
particular, several records of travel around hot springs - have been identified which can supplement Senpan’s
biography. There have been many discoveries regarding related works, such as single prints and the series “Hanga
yokusen fu (Hot spring notes, print collection)”, “Kanchu kanpon (Leisure time leisure books)”, and work for
magazines. From Senpan’s notes, too, we can observe him warmly gazing upon the old-style, rustic hot springs, and
those anonymous people keeping them in business. Then, post-war, we find him regretting the great changes to hot
spring spots through modernization and tourism, and his concerns over the difficulty in portraying them.

The most important discovery in the sketchbooks is the record of many trips supported by media. Particularly
remarkable is the coverage of trips for the magazine of the Japan Onsen Association, Onsen, and many of the works
in “Hot spring notes, print collection” can be seen emerging from that project. “Hot spring notes, print collection”,
then, ought to be considered the by-product of Onsen. Furthermore, comparison of the sketchbooks and Onsen
reveals their close connection with the series “Onsen scenes and manners” in the same magazine which Senpan
wrote in his last years. It has become clear that more than half of the 30 sketchbooks were to hand and referred to
by Senpan just before his death, and as such are a valuable set of works.

Senpan had been a popular Manga artist represented by “Awatemono no kuma-san”, when in around 1935 he
moved his axis to creative prints. There is no difference to this fact. However, a comprehensive view of the
sketchbooks gives rise to a background of a media-backed journey making use of contacts from his time as Manga
artist that date back as far as the Tokyo Manga Association, and which supported his work on “Hot spring notes,
print collection”, “Leisure time leisure books”, and numerous single-sheet woodblocks prints. The conclusion is
that the presence, here, of the magazine of the Japan Onsen Association, Onsen, is of particular importance, and
understanding of the chain of events since his time as Manga artist is essential when discussing Maekawa Senpan,
the woodblock print artist.
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